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Dollar Position in 
Ist Quarter Better 


International transactions in the 
first quarter of 1955 indicate a basic 
improvement in the dollar position of 
foreign countries, the Office of Busi- 
ness Economics, U. S. Department of 
Commerce, has announced. 

As pointed out in detail in the June 
issue of the Survey of Current Busi- 
ness, this was mainly due to the rise 
in business activity in this country. 
Payments to foreign countries result- 
ing from all transactions except 
short- and medium-term bank and 
commercial credits, and omitting 
grants in the form of military sup- 
plies and services, increased in the 
first quarter, while foreign expendi- 
tures on U. S. goods and services de- 
clined. 

However, changes in the movement 
of U.S. short- and medium-term bank 
and commercial credits prevented this 
improvement from being reflected in 
the rise in foreign gold and dollar 
assets. 

As a result, the rate of increase in 
foreign gold and dollar assets through 
transactions with the United States 
dropped to about $130 million, the 
lowest amount since the first quarter 
of 1952. 


The rise in payments to foreign 
countries of $0.2 billion from the last 
quarter of 1954 to the first quarter of 
1955 resulted mainly from higher mer- 
chandise imports, higher Government 
grants, and Government short-term 
credits to finance the exports of agri- 
cultural products. 


Payments for goods and services ob- 
tained by foreign countries from the 
United States, excluding those trans- 
ferred under military grant-aid pro- 
grams, declined from the fourth 
quarter of last year. Most of the 
drop was due to smaller income pay- 
ments on U. S. foreign investments 
and represents mainly seasonal shifts. 


Merchandise Exports Level Off 

Merchandise. exports, which had 
risen during most of last year, after 
allowance for seasonal changes and 
the effects of the closing of port fa- 
cilities in March, leveled out during 
the first quarter. 

The decline from last year’s rate in 
the accumulation of gold and dollar 
assets by foreign countries as a whole 
was due mainly to reduced accumula- 
tion by those countries which then 


had large additions. As their foreign 
reserves approached a satisfactory 
level, the need for further additions 
declined and larger shares of the cur- 
rent earnings of gold and dollars could 
be used for imports and other expend- 
itures. 

The full impact of the rise in U. S. 
business activity will facilitate a con- 
tinued growth in foreign gold and 
dollar reserves. While unlikely to re- 
turn to the relatively high rates of 
1954, accumulations by the rest of the 
world as a whole are expected to be 
higher than in the first quarter when 
the effects of the rise in U. S. business 
activity on U. S. foreign trade were 
not yet in full force, and debt repay- 
ments absorbed relatively large 
amounts of foreign dollar resources. 





Trademark Association 
Holds Annual Meeting 


The 75th annual meeting of the 
U. S. Trademark Association was held 
June 23-24, in New York City, in con- 
junction with the 1-day forum on 
protection against false advertising 
and counterfeiting of the Practising 
Law Institute. 

At the opening day’s sessions, the 
following topics were _ discussed: 
Trademarks—America’s Best Good 
Will Ambassador, Some Trademark 
Aspects in Foreign Trade, Report from 
Great Britain on Descriptive Trade- 
marks, Trademarks in Latin America, 
and The U. S. Trademark Owner’s 
Approach to International Trade. 

The second day, devoted to the 
Practising Law Institute’s forum on 
false advertising and counterfeiting, 
featured a panel discussion on pro- 
tection under federal law and interna- 
tional conventions. 


Other discussions concerned the 
U. S. Patent Office and public interest 
in trademark registration proceedings; 
the activities of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce’s Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in suppressing counter- 
feiting in international trade; private 
relief under state laws and related 
problems; protection against mis- 
branding under the Food, Drug, and 
Cosmetic Act; issuance of fraud orders 
by the U. S. Post Office Department. 

Also covered were protection under 
State laws and by self-organization of 
business; various forms of protection 
available through the district attorney 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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Field Offices Give . 
Quick Service 


Information on all phases of 
world trade—ranging from compre- 
hensive economic and business datg 
to details on export and import reg- 
ulations—is quickly and 
available to businessmen in their 
own cities or localities through the 
33 Field Offices of the U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce. 

Conveniently located in the busi- 
ness centers of the United States 
the Field Offices are staffed with 
foreign trade specialists who k 
constantly abreast of developments 
in the United States and abroad. 
Aided by the current information 
and publications sent to them reg- 
ularly from Washington, they are 
well equipped to serve world traders 
in their communities. 

Supplementing these Field Offices 
is a coast-to-coast network of some 
900 cooperative offices—local cham- 
bers of commerce and other busi- 
ness organizations—which have 
been furnished with Department of 
Commerce publications, reference 
material, and other information, for 
use by businessmen. 

The addresses of the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices follow: 
aeregacreas, N. Mex., Room 321 Post Office 


4 

Atlanta 5, Ga., Peachtree and Seventh 8 
Bldg. 

Boston 9, Mass., 1416 U. S. Post Office and 
Courthouse Bldg. 

Buffalo 3, N. Y., 117 Ellicott St. 

Charleston 4, 8S. C., Area 2, Sergeant Jasper 
Bidg., West End Broad St. 

Cheyenne, Wyo., 307 Federal Office Bidg. 

Chicago 6, IIL, 226 W. Jackson Bivd. 

Cincinnati 2, Ohio, 442 U. 8. Post Office and 
Courthouse 

Cleveland 14, Ohio, 1100 Chester Ave. 

Dallas 2, Tex., 1114 Commerce St. 

Denver 2, Colo., 142 New Customhouse. 

Detroit 26, Mich., 438 Federal Bidg. 

El Paso, Tex., Chamber of Commerce Bidg 

Houston 2, Tex., 430 Lamar Ave. 

Jacksonville 1, Fla., 425 Federal Bldg. 

Kansas City 6, Mo., Federal Office Bldg. 

Los Angeles 15, Calif., 1031 S. Broadway. 

Memphis 3, Tenn., 229 Federal Bidg. 

Miami 32, Fla., 300 NE. First Ave. 

Minneapolis 1, Minn., 319 Metropolitar 
Bldg. 

New Orleans 12, La., 333 St. Charles Ave 

New York 17, N. Y., 110 E. 45th St. 

Philadelphia 7, Pa., 1015 Chestnut St. 

Phoenix, Ariz., 137 N. Second Ave. 

Pittsburgh 22, Pa., 107 Sixth St. 

Portland 4, Oreg., 217 Old U. 8S. Courthouse. 

Reno, Nev., 1479 Wells Ave. 

Richmond 20, Va., 900 Lombardy 8t. 

St. Louis 1, Mo., 910 New Federal Bidg. 

Salt Lake City 1, Utah, 222 8.W. Temple 8t 

San Francisco 11, Calif., Room 419 Custom- 
house. 

Savannah, Ga., 235 U. S. Courthouse and 
Post Office Bldg. 

Seattle 4, Wash., 909 First Ave. 


For local telephone numbers, consult 
U. S. Government section of phone book 





Marshall M. Smith, Acting Ass‘t Secretary 
for International Affairs 
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Philippine Imports at 
High Level in April 


The Philippine economy in April was 
marked by a continuance of imports 
at about the same high level as in the 
first 3 months of the year, and exports 
pegan to pick up in the second half of 
the month. 

International reserves at the end of 
April totaled $246.8 million, a decline 
of $7.4 million since the end of March, 
compared with an average monthly 
loss of $6.2 million in the first quarter. 


Indications, however, were that the 
drain of reserves was beginning to 
taper off. By the end of April, the 
pulk of the sugar crop had been com- 
mitted for shipment by the end of 
July, and local reports suggested that 
the month’s high imports—and to 
some extent of the preceding quarter 
—may have been caused by importer’s 
efforts to anticipate the increased 
freight rates which were to go into 
effect May 1. In any event, it was 
clear that the pressure on reserves 
had begun to ease by the month’s end 
and that prospects for export receipts 
in the second quarter were better. 


In domestic trade, the perennial 
complaints of tight credit and difficult 
collections continued, but some evi- 
dence of slight improvement appeared, 
and reports indicated that business- 
men were hoping for stimulated retail 
trade about midyear. 


Retail Price Trend Down 


The domestic retail price level con- 
tinued its slow downward trend, the 
Bureau of Commerce retail price in- 
dex (1941—100) closing the month at 
212.38, as compared with 216.15 at the 
end of March. The Bureau of Census 
and Statistics cost-of-living index for 
Manila workers (1941—100) was un- 
changed at 303.9, reduced prices of 
other items being offset by a slight rise 
in the price of rice. Export products 
prices fluctuated within narrow 
ranges, ending the month relatively 
unchanged from end-of-March quota- 
tions. 

No significant economic legislation 
Was enacted in April. Congressional 
hearings were held on the proposed 
revision of the U. S.-Philippine trade 
agreement. The evident lack of public 
interest and the apparent absence of 
opposition made it appear that Philip- 
Pine legislative approval was a fore- 
g0ne conclusion. Legislation was 
passed in May (see Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, May 16, 1955, p. 30). 

Public hearings also were held on 
the various proposals for enactment 
of a foreign investment law. Proposals 
for amendment of the minimum wage 
act and of the retail trade nationali- 
zation act remained in the committee 


(Continued on Page 23) 


July 11, 1955 


Saudi Arabian Economy Stable; 
Petroleum Production Increases 


Business in Saudi Arabia was less active in February and March than 


in the preceding month. 


Both dollars and sterling were in short supply in February and March, 
as a result of which merchants tended to delay opening credits until 
foreign exchange was available at a more favorable price. 


Building activity was high through- 
out the quarter, although the rate of 
new construction begun was reported 
to be less than in the corresponding 
quarter of 1954. 


The Government entered into sev- 
eral large contracts with local firms 
representing American air-condition- 
ing manufacturers. In Jidda, over $1 
million was allotted for air-condition- 
ing of the new royal palaces, and con- 
tracts valued at approximately $500,- 
000 were let for the installation of air- 
conditioning equipment in new pal- 
aces in Mecca. 


Petroleum production by the Arab- 
ian-American Oil Co. (Aramco), Saudi 
Arabia’s principal economic activity, 
reached 85,736,187 barrels in the first 
quarter of 1955, an increase of 90,311 
barrels over the corresponding period 
in 1954. Crude-oil production by the 
Pacific Western Oil Co., holding the 
concession to the Saudi Arabian half 
of the Kuwait Neutral Zone, totaled 
884,777 barrels. 


The dispute between Aramco and 
the Government over the Onassis 
agreement, under the terms of which 
Onassis tankers were to be given a 
preference in the transportation of 
Aramco’s oil, was committed to arbi- 
tration on February 23. The arbitra- 
tors chosen by Aramco and the Gov- 
ernment are both Egyptians, while the 
referee is a Swiss. The arbitrators 
were to meet first in Switzerland in 
mid-June. 


Mining Syndicate To Liquidate 
Negotiations between the Saudi 
Arabian Mining Syndicate, which 


operated the principal gold mine in 
Saudi Arabia, and the Government 
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concerning the withdrawal of the syn- 
dicate from the country neared com- 
pletion in March. The syndicate plans 
to go into liquidation upon the con- 
clusion of its negotiations with the 
Government. Work at the Govern- 
ment gold mine at Dhulm was negli- 
gible in the quarter. The Government 
shifted some of its equipment and per- 
sonnel from this mine to conduct an 
investigation at an ancient mining site 
at Al Habla, the results of which are 
unknown. 

The Government purchased 6 new 
American Convair aircraft, bringing 
the total Saudi Airline Convair fleet 
up to 10. Delivery of the new airplanes 
is expected to take place in the sum- 
mer. Upon the basis of an unpub- 
lished royal order, the Saudi Arabian 
Customs placed a ban on the import 
of still cameras in the quarter. The 
previous ban on movie cameras still 
prevail. 


The import of 1955 model automo- 
biles and trucks in the quarter was 
reported to be slightly lower than in 
the corresponding period of the pre- 
ceding year, whereas tire imports were 
reported to be greater. A royal decree 
was published on February 23, limiting 
the markup of automobiles to 15 per- 
cent of their value, c. i. f. Jidda, and 
requiring dealers to import spare parts 
to at least 20 percent of the value of 
automobiles imported. This decree 
added automobiles to the list of im- 
ports, the selling price of which has 
been controlled by the Government. 
Prices of pharmaceuticals and water 
pumps also have been controlled. 


Fishing Company Formed 

Swedish interests combined with 
Saudi investors to form a fishing com- 
pany in the quarter. The company, 
capitalized at over $1 million, plans to 
operate in the Red Sea north and 
south of Jidda, landing its catch in 
Egypt and Saudi Arabia. Operations 
are not expected to begin until late 
in the year. 

The two main projects of the Min- 
istry of Agriculture are water drilling 
and irrigation and the establishment 
of six agricultural training and expe- 
rimental stations. The former has 
been held in abeyance, as the Ministry 
has been unable to agree with the 


(Continued on Page 16) 
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Irish Balance of Payments Shows 
Favorable Trend; Imports Fall 


Ireland’s balance of international payments in 1954, as in the two 
preceding years, showed a decline in the current account deficit. 

Whereas earlier official estimates indicated that the payments posi- 
tion would change little in 1954, as compared with 1953, the overall 
deficit in fact declined from £7 million in 1953 to £5.5 million in 1954 as 


both the merchandise and nonmer- 
chandise accounts showed gains. 

After rising from £30.2 million in 
1950 to £61.6 million in 1951, the 
deficit declined sharply to £8.9 mil- 
lion in 1952 following an upturn in 
exports and a marked decline in im- 
ports. 

The fall in the payments deficit 
in 1954 reflected an export increase 
of nearly £690,000 and an import fall 
of about £3 million. As a result, Ire- 
land’s merchandise import surplus 
over exports was reduced from £67.7 
million in 1953 to £64 million in 1954. 

Earnings from nonmerchandise 
transactions increased slightly from 
£523 million in 1953 to £54.7 million 
in 1954. To these earnings must be 
added the official estimate of unac- 
counted items which was reduced from 
a credit of £84 million in 1953 to 
£3.8 million in 1954. 

Ireland’s improved merchandise 
trade position in 1954 was entirely ac- 
counted for in the last quarter of 
the year, as the import decline and 
the export increase in the October- 
December period overcame contrary 
movements in the first 9 months of 
the year. 


Wheat Imports Drop 


Wheat imports into Ireland in 1954 
dropped greatly following the Govern- 
ment’s policy of increasing domestic 
wheat production. Since much of the 
increased output was obtained by re- 
ducing the acreage in feed and malt- 
ing barley, imports of these items 
_ increased and slightly offset the re- 
duction in wheat purchases. 


A Government subsidy and the di- 
version of milk from confectionery 
products increased Irish butter pro- 
duction to a point which not only 
virtually eliminated imports but per- 
mitted a sharp increase in exports. 
Textile and tobacco imports declined 
but were offset in part by increased 
purchases of vehicles, timber, paper, 
fertilizers, and iron and steel. 


Heavy demand in the British market 
for Irish cattle and beef following 
meat derationing in the United King- 
dom led to a sharp increase in ex- 
ports to that country in the last half 
of 1954. Irish shipments of chocolate 
and confectionery products declined 
severely, as a result of the ending of 
sugar rationing in Britain. Exports of 
eggs, poultry, raw wool, cream, and 
condensed milk also slumped. Exports 
of second-hand automobiles and paper 


4 





and cardboard showed marked in- 
creases. 


Tourist Receipts Rise 


The upturn in nonmerchandise 
earnings in 1954 reflected in part in- 
creased net receipts from tourism 
and travel, which rose by £400,000, 
and from emigrants’ remittances and 
legacies, which increased by £68,000. 

Future earnings from tourism and 
travel will be affected by the impact 
of the Government’s relaxation in 
September 1954 in the amounts of 
money Irish travelers are permitted 
to take abroad with them, individual 
allowances being increased from £50 
to £100 for European travel. At the 
same time, announcement was made 
that migrants to dollar countries 
would be permitted to transfer £1,000, 
plus £250 per dependent, in a lump 
sum at departure, rather than over 
several years as under previous regu- 
lations. 

The upward trend in income from 
oversea investments continued in 
1954, and this account increased 
£200,000. Whereas there also was a 
steady increase, excluding 1951, in 
payments of profits and dividends to 
foreigners on their investments in 
Ireland, these payments dropped £700,- 
000 in 1954. 


Shipping receipts reflected the fall 
in earnings by the Government’s 
chartered ship company, Irish Ship- 
ping, Ltd. Profits totaling £90,000, 
plus £21,000 from investments and 
interest, for the year ended June 30, 
1954, were down almost £76,000 from 
the preceding year. 

This decline was due to the fact 
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that although there was an exp 

in the volume of cargo carried, fre 
rates were lower. In addition, the de. 
cline in imports from the dollar 
particularly the sharp reduction jp 
wheat shipments, affected the com. 
pany’s most important route acrogs 
the North Atlantic. 

Earnings from shipping are ey. 
pected to increase in coming years 
At the end of 1954 this company was 
operating 9 ships, and it now has 9 
additional vessels on order for deliy. 
ery during the next 3 years. 

Air transport also contributed to 
higher invisible earnings in 1954. The 
pick up of passengers at Dublin Air. 
port increased about 12 percent in 
the first 9 months of 1954, and maj 
and freight volume increased in simi- 
lar proportion. 

In the early part of 1954, Aer Lingus 
placed in service four Vickers Vigs- 
counts turboprop air liners on the 
Dublin to London, Paris, and Amster- 
dam runs, appreciably shortening the 
flying times to these points. Despite 
increased initial costs, it is believed 
that these planes will assist Aer Lingus 
in meeting its principal operating 
problem, the higher costs of a pattern 
of exclusively short-haul routes. 


Sterling Surplus Declines 


Ireland’s payments surplus with the 
sterling area declined by £14.2 million 
in 1954 and amounted to £20.7 million. 

This fall reflected an increase of 
nearly £9 million in imports from 
the United Kingdom and a decline of 
£3 million in net receipts from tour- 
ism and travel from that country. 
However, offsetting this fall in Ire- 
land’s sterling area surplus was @ 
reduction of £53 in the payments 
deficit with nonsterling European 
Payments Union countries, following 
a drop of £4.6 million in imports from 
those countries. 

In addition, the dollar-payments 
position improved £9 million, resulting 
in a favorable balance of £2 million 
with the dollar area. Ireland’s im- 
ports from those countries fell by 
£7.4 million, imports of wheat from 
Canada falling by £3.1 million and 
maize from the United States, by 
£3.8 million. Net dollar receipts for 
travel and tourism also increased by 
£1.5 million in 1954. 


The steady improvement in recent 
years in Ireland’s payment position 
with the dollar world has reflected 
the continued efforts of the Irish 
Government to shift imports from 
dollar to nondollar markets. The re- 
duction in the dollar payments deficit 
from £23 million in 1951 to £13 million 
in 1952 and £7 million in 1953 was 
brought about mainly by lower im- 
ports from dollar countries which de- 
clined by £10 million in 1952 and 
nearly £6 million in 1953. 

Irish trade data for the first 4 


(Continued on Page 5) 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 


Rhodesia, Nyasaland West Berlin Attracts Industries 


Mining Grows Steadily 


The mining industry in the Feder- 
ation of Rhodesia and Nyasaland 
showed continued but less spectacular 

jon in 1954, according to data 
released by the Federal Government. 


The value of all minerals produced 
in that year amounted to £116,299,000, 
which, though a new record total, 
was only slightly above the 1953 total 
of £114,454,000. Since 1949, however, 
when output totaled only £46,875,000, 
the total value of mineral output has 
increased by 148 percent. 

Of the 1954 total mineral produc- 
tion, Northern Rhodesia contributed 
about 84 percent and Southern Rho- 
desia, 16 percent. Mineral production 
in Nyasaland was negligible, amount- 
ing to only 0.03 percent. 

Copper production in Northern Rho- 
desia was valued at £91,141,000 in 
1954, which accounted for about 80 
percent of the Federation’s total min- 
eral output. Next in importance was 
Southern Rhodesia’s contributions of 
gold, valued at £6,689,000; asbestos, 
yalued at £5,923,000; coal, £2,702,000; 
and chrome ore, £2,493,000. Other 
minerals produced in the Federation 
were cobalt, alloy and metal, zinc, 
lead, lithium metal, and tungsten con- 
centrates. 


Developments in the various seg- 
ments of the Federation’s mining in- 
dustry are contained in two reports. 
They are entitled “The Mining Indus- 
try of the Federation, 1949-1954,” com- 
piled by the Central African Statis- 
tical Office and published in the 
Monthly Digest of Statistics, April 
1955; and “Mineral Industries Review 
—Central African Federation,” by the 
U. 8. Minerals Attache at Johannes- 
burg, Union of South Africa and are 
available on loan from the Near East- 
ern and African Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Department 
of Commerce, Washington 25, D. C. 


Irish Balance . . . 
(Continued from Page 4) 


months of 1955 indicate that Ireland’s 
merchandise trade deficit, reflecting 
a sharp rise in imports, was £6.5 mil- 
lion greater than the equivalent figure 
for 1954. 


Detailed figures for the January- 
March period, the latest available, 
show that fat and store cattle ac- 
counted for an increase of £4.8 million 
in exports. The principal increase in 
imports was £2.4 million for wheat 
and maize, probably owing to the re- 
duced harvest caused by last year’s 
poor weather which delayed plowing 
and seeding of the 1955 crop. 


It appears that the boom in cattle 
export prices enabled Ireland to main- 
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The number of new industries that 
have been introduced in West Berlin 
is one of the most impressive features 
of the city’s economic revival. 

A number of new companies now 
settled in the sector formerly were 
located in Germany’s Soviet-occupied 
area, where their properties were con- 
fiscated. In addition, some well-es- 
tablished West German firms have set 
up branch plants in West Berlin in 
order to take advantage of tax ex- 
emptions and expected tax reductions 
granted manufacturers in the area, or 
because the Federal Government has 
tended to favor West Berlin in Gov- 
ernment procurement, or because of 
the plentiful supply of labor. The 
result has been that, with the excep- 
tion of the production of base ma- 
terials, nearly all industry branches 
are represented today in West Berlin. 

The textile industry particularly has 
expanded its importance to the West 
Berlin economy. The production of 
ladies stockings has progressed rapid- 
ly, and a new twisting mill for syn- 
thetic yarns used in the manufacture 
of the stockings is considered the 
most modern in Germany. The stock- 
ing industry is a postwar addition to 
West Berlin and it, like the manu- 
facture of mens’ socks, carpet weav- 
ing, and several other types of weav- 
ing mills, is the result of industrial 
migration from the Soviet-occupied 
zone. 


Wrapping Paper Made From Waste 

No paper mill existed in West Berlin 
until 1950, when a small mill began 
manufacturing cardboard from the 
large quantities of waste paper that 
are available in the city. One of the 
largest and most important of the 
new enterprises now in West Berlin 
began producing wrapping paper from 
waste in August 1954. 


New developments are important 


in the chemical industry, which has 


been always one of the most im- 


portant sectors of the West Berlin 


economy. The production of complete- 


ly synthetic fibers was begun in 1951. 
About 40 percent of the production of 
and 
galvanic chemicals manufactured by 
a well-known Berlin firm is exported. 
Special organic luminous paints used 


pharmaceuticals, insecticides, 





tain its trade terms up to the end of 


March. Some 25 percent of the in- 
creased cost of 





imports reflected 
higher prices, while 26 percent of the 
rise in the value of exports was ac- 
counted for by increased prices. Prices 
are expected to show further rises, 
however, as shipping companies have 
announced increases ranging from 2 
to 20 percent in freight charges to 
Great Britain. These rates apply to 
all types of merchandise and livestock. 


in advertising have been newly de- 
veloped by one firm, and the only 
company in Germany now producing 
flexible polyethylene pipes is in Berlin. 

The two largest West Berlin brew- 
eries have adopted the selling of beer 
in. cans, which is an innovation in 
Europe and is expected to be par- 
ticularly important in developing the 
export trade. 


The fact that 85 percent of plant 


equipment was destroyed or dis- 
mantled by 1946 has made the con- 


‘struction materials industry important 


in West Berlin postwar development. 
A new crushing mill has been erected 
which produces from rubble a fine 
brick powder which is mixed with 
clay for the manufacture of new 
bricks. The Borsig A. G. steel foundry 
in Berlin-Tegel was completely re- 
built and was able to begin opera- 
tions in January 1951, providing the 
first local facilities for the casting 
of steel required for the development 
of industry in the area. Steel produc- 
tive capacity now amounts to about 
5,500 tons monthly, and a new tube 
plant will begin operations in the 
summer and have a capacity of about 
3,000 tons of tubes monthly. 


China Manufactured 


The Staatliche Porcellan Manufak- 
tur Berlin, manufacturers of high- 
grade china and porcelain, relocated 
part of their production to a West 
Berlin plant late in 1954. Forms and 
equipment have been removed from 
a Bavarian branch plant to West 
Berlin, and about 30 percent- of the 
production is exported. One of the 
most important electric-light bulb 
producers in Europe, Osram G. m. b. H., 
K. G., has installed advanced modern 
equipment in three West Berlin plants 
that were completely rebuilt after 
the war. ‘ 


The precision mechanics and optics 
industry has not recovered its pre- 
war output because the manufacture 
in Berlin of certain strategic ar- 
ticles which ordinarily would be pro- 
duced by this industrial group is pro- 
hibited by Allied Control law. Never- 
theless, the production of cameras and 
of geodetic instruments has made a 
good recovery. 

The old-established Berlin electrical 
industry has recovered largely from 
the losses due to bombing and dis- 
mantling, and has added television 
and other electronic lines to the pro- 


duction program—U. §. Mission, 
Berlin. 





Foreign exhibitors at the Vienna 
International Trade Fair last spring 
numbered 1,695 out of a total 3,883 
exhibitors, according to International 
Trade Fairs and Exhibitions in Aus- 
tria, WTIS Part 5, No. 55-59. 
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ECONOMIC CONDITIONS ABROAD 








IBRD Advocates Malayan Program 


An International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development mission, 
in its report on the Malayan economy, 
assesses Malaya’s available resources, 
considers how they might contribute 
to its development, and recommends 
an overall development policy along 
broad general lines, for the period 
1955-59. 


The 313-page mimeographed report, 
“The Economic Development of Ma- 
laya,” is based on a field investiga- 
tion in 1954, and is available for lim- 
ited distribution. It will be published 
in the fall by the Johns Hopkins Press, 
Baltimore, Md. An edition also will 
be published in Malaya. 


Outlined in the report is a 5-year 
plan for Government action and pub- 
lic investment priorities, proposing ex- 
penditures of M$775 million (M$3— 
about US$1) for the Federation and 
M$610 million for Singapore. Since 
it is anticipated that financing the 
program may not be entirely possible 
from domestic revenue alone, the mis- 
sion considers financial assistance 
from abroad necessary. 


Replanting Rubber Needed 
The report highlights a particular 
need for the replanting of rubber 
areas in the Federation; and for pub- 
lic utilities and social services, includ- 
ing low-cost housing, in Singapore. 


In its recommendations for the 
Federation, the mission believes that 
agricultural output can be increased 
to absorb a portion of the labor sur- 
plus. Vast areas are suitable for cul- 
tivation, and improvement of produc- 
tion on the present cultivated area 
will result in larger yields. Agricul- 
ture merits roughly one-fourth of the 
recommended Federation investment. 


Highest priority is given to rubber 
production, based on the assumption 
that rubber demand will double by 
1970 and that good natural rubber, 
economically produced, can compete 
in quality and price with synthetic 
rubber. It is recommended that rice 
production be increased, but self-suf- 
ficiency in this basic food is considered 
too costly and uneconomical, and 
therefore not encouraged. 

Research and _ experimentation, 
coupled with an extensive land sur- 
vey, are recommended as prerequi- 
sites to the successful farming of 
other crops, notably oil palm, cacao, 
and coconut, emphasis to be placed 
on small-scale operations. Improve- 
ment of land - tenure regulations, 
standardization in grading and pack- 
- ing, and training, credit, and market- 
ing facilities are additional recom- 
mendations. 

Tin, although representing more 
than 20 percent of Malaya’s exports, 
is not considered of major importance 
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for future development. Stockpiling is 
not expected to be a continuous stim- 
ulus, increases in demand are not 
considered likely and, therefore, no 
particular effort is recommended for 
the expansion of tin production. On 
the other hand, the survey indicates 
a need for constant appraisal of po- 
tential market requirements in rela- 
tion to existing mineral resources, 
and recommends geological surveys 
and the abolition or easing of the 
present restrictions against private 
prospecting. 


Feeder Roads Recommended 


Power, transportation, and com- 
munications are to be expanded to 
keep pace with the overall develop- 
ment. Though construction of addi- 
tional major highways is considered 
unnecessary because of the sufficiently 
well-developed railroad system, a net- 
work of feeder roads to service agri- 
cultural areas is recommended. Need 
for enlargement of harbor facilities 
at Port Swettenham and Penang and 
modernization of the railroads’ roll- 
ing stock is cited. 


A quarter of the proposed Federa- 
tion expenditures are suggested for 
social services. Housing, including 
sewerage and water supply, is budg- 
eted along conventional lines, but ed- 
ucational and welfare facilities are 
to take into account prevailing insuffi- 
ciency and primarily the rapid popu- 
lation growth. Indicating that it may 
seem disproportionate to spend 25 per- 
cent of a budget for social services, the 
mission stresses that even this sub- 
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stantial outlay will permit sch 
for only half of Malaya’s children, 

In its recommendations for 
pore, the mission recommends 
much of the required capital go into 
expansion and modernization of uti}. 
ties but that roughly 50 percent of the 
total public expenditure be devoted 
to social services. The same factor 
as in the Federation prevail in 
pore to an even greater extent, 
vated by an almost total lack of low. 
cost housing, with the result that q 
million people are crowded into 4 
few square miles. 

The report indicates that the num- 
ber of small-scale industrial enter. 
prises is expected to grow in both the 
Federation and Singapore and, pro- 
vided the sterling currency and the 
political situation remain stable, the 
entrepot trade is predicted to reach 
a higher volume. It is recommended 
that the Governments, in general 
should not intervene actively in the 
development of private enterprise but 
limit their roles to furnishing power, 
transport, and communications; to 
expanding vocational training and in- 
dustrial and market research, and to 
granting long-term industrial credit 
in certain cases. 


Financing Difficult 


The mission is aware that it will be 
difficult to finance the proposed pro- 
gram. The survey points out that pe- 
riods of prosperity and depression are 
reflected much more strongly in Ma- 
laya, with 85 percent of its economy 
determined by rubber and tin, than in 
countries with more diversified econo- 
mies. On the one hand, future reve- 
nue, based in a large measure on these 
two commodities, is uncertain because 
of fluctuating world demand and 
world prices and, therefore, budgetary 
prudence dictated pre-estimates at a 
price level substantially below the cur- 
rent market. On the other hand, pub- 
lic expenditure has risen constantly 
since the Korean boom and is expected 
to rise further, partly to satisfy social 
demands in the fields of education and 
medical assistance and partly to fill 
increased needs for power, transport, 
and communications. A further ele- 
ment of instability is created by the 
continued disturbances by commu- 
nist-led terrorists in the Federation— 
the so-called emergency. The mission 
proposes to cover most of the expected 
increase in expenditures by increased 
taxation, mainly of the higher income 
brackets and a decrease of present 
Government reserves. 


Given the country’s natural wealth, 
its comparative political and economic 
soundness, its well-developed system 
of basic facilities and utilities, and its 
traditionally prospering entrepot trade 
the mission believes, however, that @ 
healthy economic development is pos- 


(Continued on Page 9) 
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FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





—_ 


Guatemala Court Rules 
On Trade Agreement 


The Guatemalan Supreme Court has 
upheld the supremacy of the U. S.- 
Guatemalan reciprocal trade agree- 
ment over local legislation insofar as 
that legislation conflicted with the 
terms of the agreement, according to 
a decision reportedly handed down on 
June 6. 

This decision resulted from a suit 
prought by a tobacco importer to re- 
cover taxes paid under protest. By 
decree 931 of November 28, 1952, 
Guatemala enacted a “port” tax of 6 
percent on duties and surcharges ap- 
plicable to imported goods, the tax to 
be collected at the same time and in 
the same manner as the customs 
duties. The U. S. Embassy formally 
protested that this tax constituted a 
violation of the U. S.-Guatemalan re- 
ciprocal trade agreement of 1936, and 
the tobacco importer paid the tax on 
all of his succeeding import shipments, 
under protest. 

The Supreme Court, in finding for 
the importer, said, in part, that while 
a trade agreement could not limit or 
impede the imposition by either of 
the contracting parties of taxes, duties, 
or contributions different from those 
contemplated under the agreement, 
the articles protected by the agree- 
ment are exempt from such charges 
as did not exist on the date of the 
signing of the agreement, and that 
the articles covered by the U. S.- 
Guatemalan reciprocal trade agree- 
ment were therefore exempt from the 
tax imposed by decree 931.—Emb.., 
Guatemala City. 





Greek Parliament Approves 


Contract for Oil Refinery 


The Greek Parliament has approved 
a contract signed with the German 
firm “Hydrocarbon Mineraloel GmbH” 
for the erection of an oil refinery at 
Aspropygos, Attica, at an estimated 
cost of $12.8 million. 

Construction of the refinery is to 
be completed within 2 years from June 
2. Annual production capacity is ex- 
pected to be 1.40 million short tons of 
liquid fuel. Upon its completion, the 
Greek government anticipates a year- 
ly savings of about $5.5 million in 
foreign exchange and _ revenues 
amounting to $3.7 million. 

The refinery will produce gasoline, 
lighting oil, jet-engine fuel, diesel oil, 
asphalt, and oil for external combus- 
tion engines——Emb., Athens. 





The Vienna International Trade 
Fair attracted 500,000 persons in the 
Spring of 1955, according to Interna- 
tional Trade Fairs and Exhibitions in 
Austria, WTIS, Part 5, No. 55-59. 


July 11, 1955 


United Kingdom Schedules Heavy 
Program for Parliament Session 


The Queen, in her speech opening the British Parliament, announced 
a heavy program of legislation for the first session which will continue 


for the next 15 months. 


Because of the railway strike, which has since ended, the opening 
date was advanced in order that the Queen might proclaim a state of 


emergency under the Emergency 
Powers Act, 1920, to enable the Gov- 
ernment to take the necessary steps to 
maintain supplies and services essen- 
tial to the life of the country. 

Legislation will be introduced dur- 
ing the session on a wide range of 
problems. The main economic legis- 
lation proposed was as follows: 

eA bill to permit the imposition of 
countervailing and antidumping 
duties. 

eA bill to safeguard the health and 
provide for the safety and welfare of 
workers in agriculture and forestry. 

eA road traffic bill. 

eA bill to end State trading in 
sugar. 

eA revision of copyright law which 
will enable the United Kingdom to 
accede to the Universal Copyright 
Convention. 

eA bill to amend the law on valua- 
tion and rating of land and buildings 
for tax purposes. 

The Queen also predicted that fur- 
ther action would be taken as re- 
quired in the public interest to deal 
with abuses in the field of monopolies 
and restrictive practices. Such action 
will follow Government consideration 
of the recent monopolies commission 
report on the general effect on the 
public interest of “certain widely prev- 
alent discriminatory practices.” This 
report has already been presented to 
the President of the Board of Trade 
and will be made public shortly. 

In addition to ensuring steady prog- 
ress on the modernization and re- 
equipment of the railways, the Gov- 
ernment intends to press forward its 
road-construction and improvement 
program. A high rate of house build- 
ing will be maintained, and encour- 
agement will be given to the rapid 
clearance of slums and to relieve 
urban congestion. Some 200,000 slum 
dwellers are expected to be rehoused 
each year, under present plans. Build- 
ing and improvement of schools will 
continue, particularly in the extension 
of facilities for technical education. 

The Government will aim at 
strengthening the country’s balance of 
payments and checking inflation. To 
encourage agricultural production, 
guaranteed prices and assured mar- 
kets will continue to be offered to 
farmers. 

Finally, the British Government will 
maintain its support of the Colombo 
plan and will work with other Gov- 





ernments to further a free flow of 
international trade and payments. 

As a result of the recent elections, 
the Government increased its overall 
majority in the House of Commons 
from 16 to 59. 


Chile Establashes New 
Exchange Rate Area 


A new “exceptional freely fluctuat- 
ing” exchange area has been estab- 
lished by the Chilean National Foreign 
Trade Council (CONDECOR). The 
fluctuating rate is applicable to cer- 
tain exports including agricultural 
products—except lumber—copper ex- 
ports of the Mine Credit and Develop- 
ment Bank (CACREMI), and several 
other mineral and manufactured 
products. Not included under this sys- 
tem are products of the great mining 
copper, nitrate, and iron industries. 
The exports involved provide about 22 
percent of Chile’s foreign exchange 
budget income. 

On the import side, the list of goods 
subject to this freely fluctuating rate 
includes, but is more extensive than, 
the lists of goods to be imported under 
the special exchange rate resulting 
from the “mixing” rates for marginal 
exports. 

The system of “mixing” rates for 
certain exports has been replaced by 
the system outlined in this article. 

The commercial banks, the import- 
ers’ association, and exporters’ asso- 
ciation have agreed to maintain a 
ceiling on the new “freely fluctuating” 
rate of 300 pesos per dollar or dollar 
equivalent, buying rate, and 303 pesos 
per dollar or dollar equivalent, selling 
rate. 

The banks are authorized to open 
letters of credit and sell exchange in 
this “exceptional freely fluctuating” 
area to those importers who hold li- 
censes for commodities subject to the 
new rate without prior authorization 
by CONDECOR. Imports of goods at 
the free-banking rate of 200 pesos per 
dollar or dollar equivalent, or at the 
subsidy rate of 110 pesos per dollar 
or dollar equivalent still require both 
an import license from CONDECOR 
and also CONDECOR’s approval of re- 
quests to the banks for foreign ex- 
change to cover the licensed im- 
ports. 
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Syria Increases Import Tariffs on Wide Range 
Of Products, Mostly Consumer Goods 


The Syrian Directorate General of 
Customs increased tariffs on a wide 
range of imported products, almost all 
of which are consumer goods, effective 
June 2. The United States is a major 
supplier of many of the items involved, 
particularly automobiles, refrigerators, 
washing machines, dishwashers, driers, 
and radios. 

The tariff items affected and their 
new duties in percent ad valorem un- 
less otherwise specified, with former 
duties shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


401, Wood furniture, 50 (unchanged). 
402, Furniture and parts of furniture, 60 
50 


(50). 

5lia, Oriental carpets with knitted naps, 
40 (25); 5llb, carpet curtains of the types 
Kilim, Shumak, and Karamani, 40 (25); 5llc, 
nonoriental rugs, 40 (25). 

673b, Glass chandeliers and their glass parts, 
other than bulbs and lamp globes, 60 (40). 

675a, Articles manufactured from blown or 

ressed glass, i. e., glass or crystal cups for 
table decoration, house furnishings, or office 
decorations, 60 (50); 675b; others, 60 (50). 

680, Small glassware, glass trinkets, and glass 
beads, n. e. s., 60 (25). 

690a, Metals imported the Government 
and other jewelry, 25 (unchanged); 690b 
silverware and vermeil—(silver gilt) regardless 
of the proportion of precious metals con- 
tained therein, 40 (25); 690c, other silverware 
and vermeil, n. e. s., 40 (25). 

735, Stoves for heating, space heaters, and 
cooking stoves of all kinds except electric, 
as well as their parts, whether manufactured 
from cast iron, iron, steel, or malleable cast 
iron, even those combined with other articles, 
50 (25). 

736, potlers for central heating and their 
parts manufactured of cast iron, iron, steel, or 
malleable cast iron, 40 (25). 

737, Radiators for central heating and their 
elements, 40 (25). 

739a, Furniture manufactured from steel or 
tron pipes, 40 (unchanged); 739b, other fur- 
niture and parts thereof manufactured from 
cast iron, iron, steel, or malleable cast iron, 
50 (40). 

739 ‘bs, doors and windows manufactured 
from cast iron, iron, steel, or malleable cast 
tron, 60 (40). 

802b, Nonfolding table knives, 40 (30); 809b, 
spoons and forks, 40 (30); 810b, other objects 
for table use, n. e. s., manufactured from 
common metals and plated with gold, silver, 
or any other precious metal. 

8lla, Home ornament and decoration objects, 
n. e. s., Manufactured from common metals, 
50 (40); 811b, home ornament and decoration 
objects manufactured from common metals 
plated with gold, silver, or any other precious 
metals including glasses and crystals, 50 (30). 

812, Lighting apparatus, articles of lamp- 
trade and chandeliers as well as their p b 
n. e. s., of common metals, 60 (40). 

819a, Decorations imported by the Govern- 
ment and 819b, insigne (badges) imported by 
licensed clubs and societies 40 (unchanged); 
819c, articles for personal use and decorations, 
and all other articles known as imitation 
jewelry, n. e. s., manufactured of common 
metals, or common metals plated with gold or 
precious metals, 60 (40). 

823c, Engines of internal combustion for 
mounting on bicycles, 25 (15). 

839a, Refrigeration machinery for industrial 
use, 1 percent (unchanged); 839b, refrigerators 
for home use, 55 (40). 

845a, Cloth and textile washing, drying, and 
wringing machines for home use, 50 (40); 
845b, cloth and textile washing, drying, and 
wringing machines for other use, 1 percent 
(unchanged). 

850a, Dishwashing and drying machines, 50 
(40); 850b, machines for packing merchandise; 
for opening rinsing, filling, corking, labeling, 
or sealing bottles and other containers, 7.5 
(unchanged). 

o Wireless receiving sets (radios), 60 

). 

890a, b, and c, Ready-for-use passenger cars 
and vehicles, 200 Syrian pilasters per net kilo- 
gram (160 Syrian pilasters per net kilogram). 

892, Automobile bodies with the minimum 


rate of’ perception raised from 45 to 60 per- 
cent, 150 Syrian pilasters per net kilogram (90 
Syrian piasters per net kilogram). 

914, rag 3 cameras and projectors and their 


» 60 (30). 
nia) grand, and mechanical pianos, 


943, Gramophones and other similar speak- 
va machines and their detached pieces, 60 


953, Firearms, game, or hunting weapons, 
shooting weapons, and other arms, 40 (25). 

957, Natural worked corals; 959, scale plates 
of tortoise-shell, oyster-shell; 959, mother-of- 
pearl; 960, ivory; 961, bones, horns, and other 
animal articles for carfing; and 963, jets, 
yellow amber, amber-like and meerschaum, 
in polished pieces or subjected to similar work, 
or cut out into special form, and other 
articles manufactured from these commodi- 
ties, 60 (40). 

964a, Honeycomb wax for beehives, exempt 
(unchanged) and still is subject to conditions 
and preservations fixed by the customs ad- 
ministration; 964b, articles manufactured from 
animal or vegetable wax or from similar ma- 
terials, 60 (25). 

974, Carriages and cars for children’s amuse- 
ment, 50 (25); 975, dolls, 50 (25); and 976, on 
other games and toys for children, 50 (25). 

977a, Society games, including bac 
and 977b, others, 60 (40). 

978, Articles for amusement and feasts, in- 
cluding Christmas tree decorations, 50 (30). 


—Emb., Damascus. 





Guatemala Lifts Embargoes 
On Groups of Commodities 


Wartime export embargoes imposed 
by Guatemala on the following 13 
commodity groupings by decree No. 
3102 published on May 17, 1944, were 
removed by decree No. 275 published 
on May 5: 


Electric motors and combustion engines. 

Industrial machinery. 

Automobiles, trucks, and tractors. 

Motorcycles, motorbicycles, and bicycles. 

Apparatus and equipment for surgery, medi- 
cine, dentistry, veterinary medicine, and opti- 
cal and scientific apparatus generally. 

Telegraph, telephone, and television sets. 

Windmills and pipe of all kinds and their 
accessories. ‘ 

Parm articles and implements. 

Tools for artisans. 

> cman sheeting, of zinc and iron or 
steel. 

Wire for fences. 

Pieces, materials, and waste of iron or steel, 
bronze, aluminum, and other metals. 

Accessories and parts for the machines, vehi- 
cles, and equipment listed herein. 


Announcement of decree No. 3102 
appeared in Foreign Commerce 


Weekly, July 15, 1944—-Emb., Guate- 
mala. 





Brazil Imposes Penalty for 
Holding Free Goods Overtime 


Salesmen’s samples, theatrical 
equipment, and goods brought into 
Brazil for expositions under tempo- 
rary free-entry privileges, are sub- 
ject to payment of a fee equal to 150 
percent of the value, in addition to 
regular customs charges, if they are 
not reexported within 1 year. 

A bond guaranteeing reexport must 
be given upon entry, and the bonds- 
man is responsible for payment of the 
charges if reexport does not take 
place within 1 year. 

The additional fee is collected under 


the provisions of the foreign trade 
control regulations governing 
ments arriving in Brizil without regy. 
lar import license. 


This ruling was announced in cir. 
cular No. 8 issued on February 16, 
by the Directorate of Customs Reve- 
nue and published in the Diario Og. 
cial of May 6, 1955.—Federation of 
Industries of Sao Paulo, June 6, 1955, 





Lebanon Raises Duty 


On Automotive Items 


Lebanese import duties on motor 
vehicles and parts have been revised, 
effective June 1. 


Import duties on automobile in- 
ternal combustion engines as well as 
motor vehicle chassis have been 
raised, but the minimum ad valorem 
duties on these commodities remain 
unchanged. 


Passenger car classification accord- 
ing to horse power is considered ob- 
solete and has been revised so that 
the customs duty will be assessed on 
weight alone with no allowance made 
for power. 


Specific duties on automotive and 
tractor spare parts have been can- 
celed; ad valorem duties remain un- 
changed. 


The Lebanese tariff items affected 
and the new duties, in Lebanese 
pounds, per net kilogram, with former 
rates shown in parentheses, are as 
follows: 


823, Internal combustion engines (b) Engines 
for aircraft, automobile, motorcycle, and mo- 
torboat: 

1. For automobiles 0.50, but not under 2 
percent ad valorem (0.30, ad valorem duty un- 
changed). 

890, Automobiles with body complete: 

(a) Passenger cars in working order weigh- 
ing less than 1,500 kilograms (revised classi- 
fication) of any horsepower, 1.40 (duty un- 
changed). 

(b) Passenger cars in working order, weigh- 
ing from 1,500 kilograms to 2,000 kilograms, 
exclusive (revised classification) of any horse- 
power, 1.40 (duty unchanged). 

(c) Passenger cars in working order, weigh- 
ing 2,000 kilograms and over (revised classi- 
fication) of any horsepower, 1.40 (duty un- 
changed). 

(ad) Motor vehicles other than passenger 
cars: 

1. Motor vehicles intended for transport of 
goods, imported with body, wholly or 
of wood, sheet iron, or other materials, tan 
and watering trucks with body complete, 1.00 
(unchanged). 

. Motor vehicles especially equipped and 
intended for lifting, pulling, handling, extract- 
ing, or excavating, 1.00 (unchanged). 

3. Other motor vehicles, 25 percent ad 
valorem (unchanged). 

4. Canceled (see No. 891). 


891, Motor vehicle chassis, formerly provided 
for in No. 890-(d)-4, equipped or not equipped 
with a driver's cabin: (new classification), 
0.80, duty not under 25 percent ad valorem 
(0.084, ad valorem duty unchanged). 

893, Automotive and tractor spare parts, 
including semimanufactured parts, n. e. 8., 25 
percent ad valorem 0.096 ad valorem duty 
unchanged). All subdivisions canceled. 


—Emb., Beirut. 





Electrical testing instruments make 
up approximately half of U. S. elec- 
trical measuring instrument exports 
to the Union of South Africa. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 





\ 


“ha O 


coerrer s2eereeetseeaskt 


ome Gy ks OO ot St 


——- =— —--- 


ord- 


that 
1 on 


and 
-an- 








— 


Philippines Extends 


Foreign Exchange Tax 


The Philippine Congress has ex- 
tended for 12 months the tax on sales 
of foreign exchange which was due 
to expire on June 30. The previous ex- 
emptions from the tax for selected 
commodities and certain transactions 
are continued except for wheat flour 
and some pharmaceutical and medical 


supplies. 

The tax, amounting to 17 percent, 
is collected on the peso value of for- 
eign exchange sold in the Philippines, 
and applies to sales of exchange for 
invisible items—remittances of divi- 
dends and profits—as well as to sales 
of exchange for payment for imports. 

Although the Congressional act ex- 
tends the tax until June 30, 1956, the 
proposed revised U.S.-Philippine 
Trade Agreement provides that a de- 
clining special import tax—to be ap- 
plied only on merchandise imports— 
is to replace the exchange tax on 
January 1, 1956. (See Foreign Com- 
merce Weekly, Dec. 20, 1954, p. 17, for 
text of the proposed change.) 


A bill which would implement this 
provision, if a revised trade agreement 
is signed this year was introduced in 
the regular session of the Philippine 
Congress which ended May 19, and is 
expected to be acted upon in the spe- 
cial session of Congress scheduled to 
begin July 5. 





French Equatorial Africa 
Tobacco Imports To Be Marked 


All containers of imported manu- 
factured tobacco entering French 
Equatorial Africa now are subject to 
compulsory marking, “Vente en 
Afrique Equatoriale Francaise” (for 
sale in French Equatorial Africa). The 
marking must be on the container it- 
self and not on a cellophane wrap- 
ping. 

The French Government decree on 
the subject, approving a deliberation 
of the Grand Conseil of French Equa- 
torial Africa, was dated March 12, 
however, according to the French 
Equatorial Africa customs officials, it 
will not enter into full force in French 
Equatorial Africa until October 1955, 
in order to allow present unmarked 
stocks to be sold. 

After the decree is in force, ciga- 
rettes and other manufactured to- 
bacco not bearing the regulation 
marking will be declared contraband 
goods and can be subject to seizure. 
Possession and transportation of such 
goods will be punishable by law. 

This measure was taken to protect 
the domestic market from smuggling 
Cigarettes from adjacent areas.—Cons. 
Gen., Leopoldville. 


July 11, 1955 





Brazil Sets Premium on 


Press Materials 


An exchange premium equal 
to the cost of official exchange 
was reestablished by Brazil on 
imports of materials for the 
press, according to a decision of 
the Council of Superintendency 
of Money and Credit (SUMOC) 
published on June 14. 

This premium, paid in addi- 
tion to the official exchange rate 
of 18.82 cruzeiros to the dollar, 
currently is 25 cruzeiros per dol- 
lar. 

Newsprint imports are ex- 
empted from payment of the 
premium.—Emb., Rio de Janeiro. 











India Now Authorizes Free 
Trading in Most Currencies 


The Reserve Bank of India author- 
ized free trading effective June 15, in 
all currencies except U. S. dollars, 
Canadian dollars, British pounds ster- 
ling, and Pakistan rupees, the rates to 
be decided by market conditions. 
These market rates also may be used 
by authorized dealers for forward 
transactions. All spot transactions, 
however, must be effected at or be- 
tween the official buying and selling 
rates of the Bank of England. 

Heretofore, all transactions in for- 
eign exchange had been made at rates 
published by the Exchange Banks’ 
Association of Calcutta, which con- 
tinue to apply to transactions in the 
four excepted currencies. 

The relaxations relate only to cur- 
rency trading. Other regulations pre- 
scribed in the Indian Exchange Con- 
trol Manual and “restrictions on 
foreign exchange remittances con- 
tinue unchanged. 


IBRD Advocates... 
(Continued from Page 6) 


sible and that, after 1959, Malaya will 
be able to stand on its own feet. 

In order to provide for a smooth 
functioning of its proposed program, 
the report ends with several recom- 
mendations regarding governmental 
organization changes. After outlin- 
ing the interrelation between the Fed- 
eration Government, on the one hand, 
and the States and Settlements on 
the other, a revision in the system 
of financial grants from the Federal 
Government to the States and Set- 
tlements is proposed, and in recogni- 
tion of the fact that the Federation’s 
and Singapore’s trade are closely in- 
terwoven, the mission recommends 
establishment of a Central Bank serv- 
ing both the Federation and Singapore 
in financial and credit management. 








FOREIGN GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 
DENMARK 


Increases Ship Tonnage Tax 


The Danish semiannual tonnage tax 
on all ships of over 100 tons registered 
in that country, levied to provide 
funds for training seamen, was in- 
creased from 0.08 crown to 0.09 crown 
per gross register ton, effective July 1. 


ECUADOR 


Increases Duties on Fats 


Ecuador has heavily increased the 
duty on lard, rendered goose fat, and 
other similar fats by a decree pub- 
lished June 2. 

The tariff item affected the duty 
in sucres per net kilogram, with the 
previous duty in parentheses, is as 
follows: 


wae Lard, goose, and similar fats, rendered, 


The same decree provides that no 
imports of products classified under 
tariff item 101 will be permitted with- 
out previous authorization of the 
Minister of Economy. Tariff item 101 
reads as follows: 


101, Crude tallows, even liquified or ren- 
dered, and liquid of the’ first expression 
(premier jus), edible and other. 


—Emb., Quito 








GUATEMALA 
Stops Trade With Soviet Bloc 


Guatemalan decree No. 305 of June 
6, prohibits all further Guatemalan 
trade with Russia, Poland, Czecho- 
slovakia, East Germany, Hungary, 
Bulgaria, Rumania, Albania, commu- 
nist China, Outer Mongolia, North Ko- 
rea, and communist Viet-Nam. © 


Political considerations and the 
heavy trade deficits suffered by 
Guatemala in trading with those 
countries in recent years were the an- 
nounced reasons for this action.— 
Emb., Guatemala. 





IRELAND 


Levies Felting, Glass Imports 


The Irish Government recently is- 
sued orders imposing duties on im- 
ports of felting and flexible mirror 
glass. The duty now applicable to 
felting of the type used as underlay 
for floor coverings, effective June 3, is 
37% percent ad valorem for imports 
from all countries except the United 
Kingdom and Canada which are 
granted a preferential rate of 25 per- 
cent ad valorem. 

Flexible mirror glass, effective June 
9, is dutiable at 50 percent ad valorem 
with a preferential rate to the United 
Kingdom and Canada of 3344 percent 
ad valorem. 
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Final Credits Allocated by ECSC 


The High Authority of the European 
Coal and Steel Community on June 
27 made the fourth and final alloca- 
tion of credits, totaling $18.06 million, 
out of funds originating from the $100 
million loan contracted for in April 
1954 with the United States for the 
purpose of modernizing the coal and 
iron-ore industries of ECSC member 
countries. 

The additional credit allocation is 
as follows: 


Electric Power Stations 
Belgium ...... sbeaduactobetewiteruces $14,000,000 


Firms receiving credits in this cat- 
egory are as follows: S. A. Centrale 
Electrique de Péronnes, Ressaix, Bel- 
gium; S. A. des Charbonnages de Ber- 
nissart, Bernissart, Belgium; S. A. 
John Cockerill, Division des Charbon- 
nages Belges & Hornu & Wasmes, Ser- 
aing, Belgium; S. A. des Charbon- 
nages du Hainaut, Hautrage Etat, Bel- 
gium; S. A. des Charbonnages du Le- 
vant et Produits du Flénu, Cuesmes, 
Belgium; S. A. des Charbonnages du 
Rieu de Coeur et de la Boule Reunis, 
Quaregnon, Belgium; S. A. des Char- 
bonnages Unis de l’Quest de Mons, 
Boussu, Belgium; Societe Coop- 
érative de Centrales Mixtes de 
Production d’Electricité du Borinage, 
(Inter-Borinage), Baudour, Belgium; 
Société Coopérative Intersambre, 33, 
rue de Monceau-Fontaine, Monceau 
sur Sambre, Belgium; and Société Co- 
opérative Centrale Thermique Miniére 
de l’Est de Charleroi, 15, rue Puissant 
Charleroi, Belgium. 


Iron Ore Mining 


206 eeeavoethbbedtgacecense ages $1,000,000 
cde i at ie tert ne soon sede tes 1,100,000 
ED Saal Db. oon edddcdgadevencsvobes 1,960,000 

MD -teey euctamsbevese cedched 4,060,000 


Firms receiving credits in this cat- 
egory are as follows: Société des 
Mines de Fers de Rochonvillers, Al- 
grange, France; ILVA, Alti Forni ed 
Acciaieria, Genoa, Italy; Nazionale 
Cogne, S. p. A., Turin, Italy; Ferromin 
S. p. A., Genoa, Italy; Cornigliano S. 
p. A., Cornigliano, Italy; Hamborner 
Bergbau A. G., Duisburg-Hamborn, 
Germany; Erzbergbau Salzgitter A. G.., 
Salzgitter-Bad, Germany. 

It is not known to what extent the 
enterprises receiving the loan may 
wish to consider purchase of material, 
services, and equipment in the United 
States. U.S. manufacturers and sup- 
pliers, however, may want to com- 
municate with the listed firms regard- 
ing possible business opportunities. 

The High Authority’s objectives, 
and its intention to apply for a loan, 
were reported in Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, February 8, 1954, page 5. The 
first allocation of credits under the 
loan, totaling $59.1 million, was re- 


10 


ported in Foreign Commerce Weekly, 
January 10, 1955, page 15; the second 
allocation, totaling $5.3 million, May 9, 
1955, page 17; the third allocation, to- 
taling $17.54 million, June 27, 1955, 
page 11. 





Water-Supply Pumps 


Needed in Mexico 


The Mexican Federal District Gov- 
ernment soon will purchase equipment 
and materials for the Chiconautla 
water supply system. Briefly, these 
will consist of the following: 

eAbout 40 to 60 electric motor 
driven well pumps with all equipment. 

eComplete equipment for 2 main 
pumping stations—1 station with 5 
300-hp. pumps, and 1 station with 5 
600-hp. pumps. 

eMechanical equipment for storage 
and distribution reservoir. 

eValves, fittings, and other equip- 
ment for complete mains and water 
distribution system throughout a part 
of the city. This equipment will not 
include pipes because they probably 
will be of prestressed concrete manu- 
factured locally. 

eA large number of water meters. 

eAll electrical materials for a dis- 
tribution system to serve the well 
pumps and two pumping plants. 

Additional information concerning 
this project may be obtained from the 
Government of the Federal District, 
Office of Eduardo Molina, Director, 
Department of Water and Sanitation; 
Mexico, D. F. 





Pakistan To Buy Equipment 
For Posts and Telegraphs 


The Pakistan Posts and Telegraphs 
Department, Karachi, invites bids for 
the following equipment: 

eTender notice No. Pur-21-6/55/77, 
dated June 4. Testing equipment for 
VHF. Bid deadline, July 22. 

eTender notice No. Pur-3-2/55/78, 


dated June 8. Cables and accessories. 
Bid deadline, July 25. 


eTender notice No. Pur-8-1/55/79, 
dated June 10. Supply of teleprinters. 
Bid deadline, July 21. 


Tenders in duplicate should be sent 
to Mr. F. Rizvi, Purchase Coordinating 
Officer, Posts and .Telegraphs Direc- 
torate, Block No. 25, Pakistan Secre- 
tariat, Karachi. 

A copy of the tender notice for each 
of these items is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C. 


ee 


NATO Needs Storage 
Depots in France 


A new project in France, costing an 
estimated $414,285, has been opened tg 
U. S. bidders under the internationaj 
competitive bidding procedure of the 
North Atlantic Treaty Organization 
(NATO), the Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce has reported. 


The project calls for the construc. 
tion of petroleum storage depots on 
the Nancy-Ochey airfield. 


Firms interested in bidding should 
communicate with the Ministere de le 
Defense Nationale et des Forces Ar- 
mees, Service de l’Infrastructure de 
l’Air, 26 boulevard Victor, Paris, before 
August 1. Invitations for bids will be 
made September 10, bids are to open 
October 10, and work is to be com- 
pleted October 1, 1956. 


Applicants who have not already 
done so should submit the following 
information: Name and address of the 
enterprise and summary information 
on its legal form; names and refer- 
ences of its president and chief direc- 
tor; statement of its financial re- 
sources and proof of financial sta- 
bility; number and categories of per- 
sonnel concerned in administrative or 
technical supervision who may be 
available for supervising the project 
on a part-time basis, and on a full- 
time basis; 


Details of important contracts re- 
cently concluded for projects of the 
same type as that for which applica- 
tion is being made, together with 
statement of value of each project; 
designation of governmental organi- 
zations and firms for whose account 
or under the direction of whom refer- 
ences may be obtained if necessary. 


A copy of this resume should be sent 
to the Commercial Intelligence Divi- 
sion, Bureau of Foreign Commerce, 
U. S. Department of Commerce, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C., to permit prompt cer- 
tification of interested firms in ac- 
cordance with the requirements of the 
program. 

A brochure describing the NATO in- 
ternational bidding procedure may be 
obtained upon request from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, or from 
any U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Office. 


Potatoes for Export in Egypt 


Private firms in Egypt have avail- 
able for export 26,000 tons of potatoes, 
according to the bureau of the Egyp- 
tian Commercial Counsellor, 2310 De- 
catur place NW., Washington 8, D. C. 

Interested parties may write to 
that office for additional information. 


Foreign Commerce Weekly 
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Belgian Congo Plans 
Road Construction 


The Belgian Congo Government in- 
yites bids for construction of the Bu- 
kavu-Kahuzi sector of the Bukavu- 
Stanleyville highway, involving earth- 
work, reinforcement, drainage, revet- 
ments, and permanent structures such 
as bridges. The estimated cost of the 
project is 165 million francs (about 
U8$3.3 million). 

Bids will be opened simultaneously 
on August 10 at 10 am. G.mt. in 
Brussels at the Agence Coloniale des 
Approvisionnements, 1 rue de la Re- 
gence, and in Leopoldville-Kalina, 
Belgian Congo, in the conference room 
of the Council on Public Tenders of 
the Government General, Administra- 
tive Building, Pierre Rychmans and 
Martin Rutton Avenues. 


This tender is described in Specifi- 
cations Folio—Cahier Special des 
Charges—No. 23-62-55, for sale for 
1400 francs (approximately US$280) 
at the offices of the Direction of 
Bridges and Highways of the Govern- 
ment General, Administrative Build- 
ing, Kalina, and at the Regional Divi- 
sion of Bridges and Highways at 
Bukavu. 


Other information concerning this 


bid may be requested from Bridges 
and Highways office in Kalina. 





Ceylon To Buy Drugs for 
Tuberculosis Treatment 


The Government of Ceylon invites 
tenders for the supply of drugs for the 
treatment of tuberculosis, to reach the 
Chairman, Tender Board, Ministry of 
Health, P. O. Box No. 500, Colombo, 
before August 2. The drugs are de- 
scribed as follows: 

eStreptomycin sulfate BP 120,000 
5-gram vials. 

eStreptomycin 
l-gram bottles. 


ePara amino salicylate calcium salt 
BPC, 0.5 gram—45 million tablets in 
lever lid tins of 1000 tablets each. 


eIsonicotinic acid hydrazide, 50 mil- 
ligrams—8.5 million tablets in bottles 
of 1000 tablets each. 

eCombination of isonicotinic acid 
hydrazide plus para amino salicylate 
calcium salt in tablets or cachets each 
containing P. A. S. calcium salt 1.5 
grams, I. N. A. H. 25 milligrams—25 
Million tablets in bottles of 1000 tab- 
lets each. 


A copy of the tender schedule giving 
details of bidding conditions is avail- 
able for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. De- 


partment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 


sulfate BP 45,000 


July 11, 1955 





Tehran Needs Water 
Pipes, Fittings 

Tenders for pipes and fittings 
for water services are sought by 
the Tehran Water Board with 
offices located east of Jallalieh 
race course, Tehran. Applica- 
tions for the conditions of ten- 
dering, technical specification, 
and statement of the quantities 
needed will be accepted until 
July 23, upon payment of 2,000 
rials (approximately US$26.66). 
Tenders should be submitted to 
the offices of the Tehran Water 
Board not later than 9 am., 
Sunday, September 11. 

A copy of the adjudication no- 
tice giving supplementary in- 
formation is available for review 
on loan from the Commercial 
Intelligence Division, Bureau of 
Foreign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce Washington 
25, D. C. 











Italian Industrial Group To 
Assist Foreign Investors 


The Confederazione Generale dell’ 
Industria Italiana—the General Con- 
federation of Italian Manufacturers— 
(Confindustria) has announced the 
establishment of a special Trade and 
Investment Office to assist foreign in- 
vestors. 

This office is designed to offer infor- 
mation and guidance on Italian legis- 
lation relating to foreign investment 
and on the general industrial setup in 
Italy, to facilitate liaison with govern- 
mental agencies and other public 
bodies, and to offer numerous related 
services. According to U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce consultants who 
have visited Italy, Confindustria offi- 
cials are eager to work with and assist 
U. S. firms interested in investments 
in Italy. 

U. S. firms or private individuals 
wishing to utilize the services of the 
Trade and Investment Office are in- 
vited to communicate with the Con- 
federazione Generale dell’ Industria 
Italiana, Ufficio Investimenti, Piazza 
Venezia, 11, Rome, Italy. 





Documents Available for 


Pakistan Barrage Project 


A description—including maps, gen- 
eral plans, and blueprints—of the 
Gudu barrage project in Pakistan is 
available for review on loan from the 
Commercial Intelligence Division, Bu- 
reau of Foreign Commerce, U. S. 
Department of Commerce, Washing- 
ton 25, D. C. 

This project was announced in For- 
eign Commerce Weekly, June 13, 1955, 
page 14. 


Warehouse Services 
Offered in Mexico 


Almacenes Nacionales de Deposito, 
S. A., and auxiliary credit organiza- 
tion controlled by the Mexican Gov- 
ernment and certain decentralized 
Government agencies, desires to ex- 
pand its business with U. S. exporters. 

The corporation has bonded ware- 
houses in Mexico City, Tampico, and 
Veracruz, and offers nonbonded ware- 
housing services in 135 other localities. 
The principal district offices are lo- 
cated in Mexico City, Guadalajara, 
Monterrey, Navojoa, and Torreon. 

Merchandise from foreign countries 
may be consigned to the bonded ware- 
houses without payment of duties for 
up to 2 years, and may be freely re- 
exported within that time. Partial 
duties can be paid as goods are taken 
from these warehouses. The subject 
corporation insures merchandise in 
its warehouses against fire, lightning, 
and explosions, and takes responsi- 
bility for proper care and handling. 
Merchandise is released according to 
written instructions and the corpo- 
ration collects amounts due for for- 
warding in bank drafts to the con- 
signatories. 

Complete packages representing 
parts of shipments may be withdrawn 
from the bonded warehouses, but Mex- 
ican customs legislation does not per- 
mit the opening and withdrawal of 
part of an individual package. The 
corporation, to specify its charges, re- 
quires the following data: Type of 
merchandise, value, type of packag- 
ing, approximate weight of each pack- 
age, and volume. ~ 

Interested American exporters are 
invited to correspond with Almacenes 
Nacionales de Deposito, S. A., V. Car- 
ranza No. 32, Mexico 1, D. F., Mexico. 





NEW OPPORTUNITIES 
FOR WORLD TRADE 











The firms and individuals named in 
the following lists have expressed in- 
terest in establishing new business 
connections in the United States. 
While every effort is made to include 
only firms or individuals of good re- 
pute, the Department of Commerce 
cannot assume responsibility for any 
transactions undertaken with these 
firms. 


World Trade Directory reports on 
the listed firms are available to quali- 
fied U. S. firms from BFC’s Commer- 
cial Intelligence Division, or through 
the U. S. Department of Commerce 
Field Offices (listed on p. 2), for $1 
each. However, the usual precautions 
should be taken; all transactions are 
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subject to prevailing laws and regu- 
lations in this country and abroad. 


Supplementary information, in the 
form of literature, catalogs, photo- 
graphs, price lists, or samples, is avail- 
able to firms domiciled in the United 
States in specific instances as indicated 
by symbol (*), on loan from the Com- 
mercial Intelligence Division, Bureau 
of Foreign Commerce, U. 8S. Depart- 


ment of Commerce, Washington 25, 
D. C. 


LICENSING OPPORTUNITIES 


Medical Supplies: 


France—Fabrique Muretaine d’In- 
struments de Chirurgie, Star (manu- 
facturer of hypodermic needles, small 
surgical instruments, etc.), 14-16 rue 
Clement-Ader, Muret, Haute-Garonne, 
wishes to enter into a licensing or 
working agreement with American 
manufacturers of special types of 
plastic syringe-ampules—single-injec- 
tion made direct from ampule, which 
is discarded after use. 


The firm is interested in concluding 
an arrangement whereby the Ameri- 
can articles could be manufactured in 
its plant on a large-scale and dis- 
tributed subsequently in France and 
oversea France through its sales or- 
ganization. The firm’s plant at Muret 
covers an area of 9,000 square meters 
and employs from 110 to 150 workers; 
but reportedly about 250 workers could 
be employed, with available space, if 
additional machinery were furnished. 
With existing equipment, the firm 
manufactures about 6 million articles 
—hypodermic needles, syringes, etc.— 
per annum, but does not possess ap- 
propriate equipment and machinery 
for the production of plastic, single- 
shot, syringe-ampules. 

The firm, a potential importer of 
American machinery for use in its 
plant, including machinery for the 
production of plastic ampules, also 
wishes to contact importers or agents 
in the United States who may be in- 
terested in buying the types of hypo- 
dermic needles, etc., which it manu- 
factures. 


IMPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Acoholic Beverages: 


France — Etablissements Raymond 
Aine & Fils (wholesaler, exporter), 28 
rue Ducau, Bordeaux, Gironde, wishes 
to export direct or through agent good- 
to high-quality red and white Bor- 
deaux wines, vintage and classified 
qualities, in glass bottles. Firm states 
that good-quality classified Bordeaux 
wines also may be exported in barrels. 

France — Petrus Desbois (wine- 
grower, wholesaler, exporter), Chateau 
Saint-Georges, St. Georges, par Mon- 
tagne, Gironde, wishes to export direct 
or through agent very good to high 
quality Bordeaux red wines, classified 











Peruvian Importer Seeks 


U. S. Investment — 


Capital from a U. S. investor 
in the amount of $60,000 to $100,- 
000 is sought by a Peruvian busi- 
nessman, Emilio Herman, Casilla 
194, Lima, Peru, to form a new 
company. 

Mr. Herman, who wishes to 
expand his import business 
which is based on exclusive 
distributorships in foodstuffs, 
drugs, and cosmetics, contem- 
plates local manufacturing, as- 
sembling, or packaging of for- 
eign products. The Peruvian 
company proposes to put up 50 
percent of the approximate 
$150,000 capital required for this 
expansion, representing prem- 
ises, warehouse, and other assets. 
The American investor would 
subscribe the other half in cash 
and merchandise. 

An investment opportunity 
brochure prepared by Mr. Her- 
man is available for review on 
loan from the Commercial! Intel- 
ligence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C. 











qualities and vintage wines, sold under 
trade name of Grands Crus Saint- 
Georges St. Emilion, in glass bottles. 
Set of descriptive literature and label 
available.* 


France—Jean Etchart (producer, 
wholesaler, exporter), Castelnau-d- 
Ausan, Gers, wishes to export direct or 
through agent very good to high 
quality Armagnac brandy, 5 to 30 years 
of age, in glass bottles, and also in 
casks. 

Germany—Schultheiss Brauerei A.G. 
(manufacturer), 18-20 Heerstrasse, 
Berlin-Charlottenburg, wishes to ex- 
port through agent for distribution 
to the East Coast States very good 
quality beer in cans, bottles, and casks. 
Illustrated cards available.* 


Automotive Accessories: 


England —Castle’s Unit Develop- 
ment, Ltd. (manufacturer), Church 
Gate, Leicester, wishes to export 
through regional agents badge bars to 
carry club and association badges on 
front of car; exhaust-gas deflectors 
for attachment at end of exhaust 
pipes; headlamp grills; fog shields, 
antiglare rubber shields for head- 
lamps; and key labels. Set of literature 
with price information available.* 


Confectionery: 
France—Confiseries Guilhem Freres 
(manufacturer, wholesaler, exporter), 


12 rue Auguste-Granier, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to export di- 


— 


rect or through agent very 
quality confectionery products made 
of sugar, principally sugar-coated 
filled drops and bonbons, sold under 
trade name of Cailloux du Gave de 
Lourdes (pebbles from Lourdes moun. 
tain-torrent). 


Foodstuffs: 


France — Lacroix - DuBarry, A Ig 
Comtesse du Barry, (producer, whole. 
saler, exporter), Gimont, Gers, wishes 
to export direct or through agent very 
good quality canned food prod 
including foies gras, chicken, turkey, 
pork and other meat pies, and pre. 
pared dishes, in de luxe tin cans. Se 
of descriptive literature, in Fre 
with price information available* 

Games: 


Austria—Dezsoe Zaudek (manufac. 
turer, exporter, importer, wholesaler, 
commission merchant, sales agent), 1 
Dietrichgasse, Vienna III, wishes to 
export direct or through agent RU-LI, 
roulette-type party games, 20,000 to 
30,000 units annually. Illustrated leaf- 
let with price information available* 


Kapok: 


India —Indian Produce Exporters 
Co. (producer, wholesaler, retailer, 
exporter), 74 Cross St., Calcutta, 
wishes to export direct superfine and 
extra-superfine quality kapok in bulk 

Current World Trade Directory Re- 
port being prepared. 

Leather Goods: 


Spain — Francisco Garcia Moreno, 
Manufacturas Ubrique (manufac- 
turer, wholesaler, exporter), Trinidad 
5, Ubrique, Cadiz, wishes to export di- 
rect or through agent first-quality 
leather goods, such as billfolds, coin 
and cigarette cases, portrait frames, 
and leather cases in general. 
Minerals and Ores: 


India —Inderchand Rajgarhia & 
Sons, Ltd. (export merchant), 12 Syed 
Sally Lane, Calcutta 7, wishes to ex- 
port direct or through agent all grades 
and qualities of mica blocks, B. F. and 
L. W. P., ordinary splittings, mica con- 
denser films, and mica wrappers. 

Korea—Samwha Enterprise Co., Ltd. 
(export merchant), No. 92, 2-Ka, 
Choongum-ro, Choong-Ku, Seoul 
wishes to export direct 500 metric tons 
of diaspore, S. K. 37; and 500 metric 
tons of barite ore, BaSO, 95.86%. 


EXPORT OPPORTUNITIES 


Hardware: 


France — Establissements Teyssedre 
(wholesaler handling small tools and 
hardware, household and_ kitchen 
utensils, appliances, and related lines), 
397 route de Saint-Simon, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for good- 
quality hardware. 

Household Applicances and Goods: 


France — Etablissements Teyssedre 
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(wholesaler handling small tools and 
pardware, household and kitchen 
utensils, appliances, and related lines), 
397 route de Saint-Simon, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for good- 

ty household appliances, includ- 
ing kitchen utensils and related ar- 
ticles. 


Tools: 

France — Etablissements Teyssedre 
(wholesaler handling small tools and 
pardware, household and_ kitchen 
utensils, appliances, and related lines), 
397 route de Saint-Simon, Toulouse, 
Haute-Garonne, wishes to purchase 
direct and obtain agency for good- 


quality small tools. 


AGENCY OPPORTUNITIES 


Chemicals: 


Italy—Rodolfo Pietro Bonnet (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, sales 
agent), 29, Via Canneto il Lungo, 
Genoa, wishes to obtain agency for 
crude hot pressed naphthalene, solidi- 
fying at 78/79 centigrade. 

Italy—Dr. Pietro Bruzzone (agent), 
69 Via XX Settembre, Turin, wishes 
to act as agent for U. S. manufactur- 
ers of chemical products for the 
rubber industries, and raw materials 
for the paper and paint industries. 

Italy—Cavaglione di Cavaglione Gi- 
orgio (exporter, sales agent), 12/3 Via 
Cesarea, Genoa, wishes to obtain 
agency for raw and distilled fatty 
acids, glycerine, and industrial chemi- 
cals in general. 





Clothing and Accessories: 


Netherlands —_N. V. Handeimaats- 
chappij & Confectiebebrijf M. Gos- 
schalk (manufacturer’s agent), 90 
Rokin, Amsterdam, wishes to obtain 
agency for dresses and blouses for 
women and teen-agers. 


Fertilizers: 


Greece—Messinesi Co. (manufactur- 
er’s agent), 1 Carytsi St., Athens, 
wishes to obtain agency for U. S. man- 
ufacturers or exporters of nitrogenous 
fertilizers as follows: Ammonium 
sulfate, 2012% N; ammonium nitro- 
sulfate, 114.2% N; calcium ammonium 
Hitrate, 20142% N; urea, 43-46% N; 
ammounium nitrate, 33% N; sodium 
Hitrate, 16% N; and calcium nitrate, 
154% N. Nitrogenous fertilizers are 
purchased by the Agricultural Bank 
of Greece through tenders, and quan- 
tities are usually between 25,000 and 
40,000 metric tons of nitrogen units. 


Naval Stores: 


Italy—Cavaglione di Cavaglione Gi- 
orgio (exporter, sales agent), 12/3 Via 
Cesarea, Genoa, wishes to obtain 
agency for rosin. 

Rubber (Synthetic) : 


Italy—Dr. Pietro Bruzzone (agent), 
69 Via XX Settembre, Turin, wishes 
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to obtain agency from U. S. manufac- 
turers of synthetic rubber for the 
rubber industries. 

Norway—Lief H. Strom (manufac- 
turer’ agent), Dronningensgate 16, 
Oslo, ‘wishes to obtain agency for 
synthetie rubber. 


Tallow: 


Italy—Rodolfo Pietro Bonnet (im- 
porter, exporter, wholesaler, sales 
agent), 29, Via Canneto il Lungo, 
Genoa, wishes to obtain agency for 
all types of tallow. 

Italy—Cavaglione di Cavaglione Gi- 
orgio (exporter, sales agent), 12/3 Via 
Cesarea, Genoa, wishes to obtain 
agency for tallow. 





FOREIGN 
VISITORS 











Australia—Hyam Roden, represent- 
ing Consolidated Plastics Industries 
Pty., Ltd. (manufacturer of rainwear, 
upholstery, inflatable toys, and sta- 
tionery items), 240 Cleveland St., 
Chippendale, Sydney, is interested in 
contacting manufacturers and obtain- 
ing information relative to uses of 
heat-sealing machinery for plastics. 
Scheduled to arrive July 16, via San 
Francisco, for a visit of 1 month. U. S. 
addresses: c/o Australian Trade Com- 
missioners, 206 Sansome St., San Fran- 
cisco; and 636 Fifth Ave., New York, 
N.Y. Itinerary: San Francisco, Los 
Angeles, Chicago, Detroit, Milwaukee, 
Cleveland, New York, and Boston. 

Australia—C. W. Weickhardt, repre- 
senting Duff Steel Systems Co. (man- 
ufacturer of steel office equipment), 
28-40 Hopkins St., Footscray (Mel- 
bourne suburb), Victoria, is interested 
in design and production methods 
used in the manufacture of steel 
office equipment, as well as the pos- 
sibility of entering into an agreement 
with an American manufacturer to 
produce steel office equipment under 
license in Australia. Was scheduled 
to arrive June 21, via New York, for 
a visit of 7 weeks. 

U. S. address: c/o Lions Interna- 
tional, 332 South Michigan Ave., Chi- 
cago 4, Ill. Itinerary: New York, At- 
lantic City, Philadelphia, Washington, 
Detroit, Chicago, Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. 

Australia—John R. Williams, repre- 
senting Sidney Williams & Co. Pty., 
Ltd., Constitution Rd., Dulwich Hill, 
Sydney, is interested in obtaining 
manufacturing rights on windmills, 
pumps, and related equipment, and 
in visiting U. S. manufacturers. 
Scheduled to arrive July 15, via New 
York, for a visit of 2 months. U. S. 
addresses: c/o Australian Trade 
Commissioners, 636 Fifth Ave., New 
York, N. Y.; and 206 Sansome St., 
San Francisco. 


Itinerary: New York; Harrington, 
N. J.; Philadelphia; West Chester; 
Washington; Seneca Falls, N. Y.; 
Niagara Falls; Buffalo; Warren, Pa.; 
Salem, Cleveland, Ashland, Cincinnati, 
Toledo, Ohio; Detroit; Battle Creek; 
South Bend, Ind.; Chicago; Milwau- 
kee; Evansville, Ind.; Freeport, IL; 
Davenport, Iowa; Beatrice, and Fair- 
bury, Nebr.; Los Angeles, and San 
Francisco. 

World Trade Directory Report being 
prepared. 

Egypt —Leon Hassid (commission 
agent handling textiles, haberdashery, 
hosiery, toys, and stationery), 39 Soli- 
man Pasha St., Cairo, is interested 
in rayon piece goods, men’s under- 
wear and hosiery, women’s dresses 
and lingerie, towels, and related lines. 
Scheduled to arrive in the middle of 
July, via New York, for a visit of 2 
months. U. S. address: 330 Summit 
Ave., Brookline 46, Mass. Itinerary: 
New York, Boston, Chicago, and Los 
Angeles. 

Union of South Africa—G. J. Wevell, 
representing G. J. Wevell, Pty., Ltd. 
(wholesaler, sales agent), Preston 
House, Cnr. Trump and Simmonds 
St., Johannesburg, is interested in 
obtaining representation from Ameri- 
can manufacturers of tetrachloroethy- 
lene, titanium dioxide, polyethylene, 
polyvinyl chloride, accelerators for the 
rubber industry, wood resins, and var- 
ious alkalies. Scheduled to arrive July 
15, via New York, for a visit of 3 weeks. 
U. S. address: c/o Finlay Holt & Co., 
24 State St., New York, N. Y. Itinerary: 
New York, and possibly other cities. 


, 





NEW TRADE LISTS 
AVAILABLE 











The Commercial Intelligence Di- 
vision has published the following 
new trade lists of which mimeo- 
Grane "aomlled "ia" the United 
States from this Division and from 
Department of Commerce Field Of- 
fices. The price is $1 a list for 
each country. 

Most of these lists are ‘aced 
by a brief review of c trade 
and industry data collected in the 
course of compiling each list. 
Brief extracts from these data 
follow each title for which such 

data are available. 

Business Firms—Angola.—Angola 
has a population of about 4.2 million; 
less than 100,000 are of European ex- 
traction. Leading imports from the 
United States by value in 1953 consist- 
ed of automobiles and trucks, flour, 
tractors, lubricants, auto parts, indus- 
trial machinery, used clothes, and iron 
and steel. Portugal supplied almost 
49 percent of the value of imports, fol- 
lowed by the United States with 15 
percent. 


Major exports included coffee, dia- 
monds, manganese, sisal, fish meal, 
corn, cotton, fish, sugar, wood, beans, 
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and oilseeds. The United States was the 
major destination of exports taking 34 
percent of the value, followed by the 
United Kingdom with 18 percent and 
Portugal with 16 percent. Dollar earn- 
ings have been considerably in excess 
of dollar expenditures in recent years. 
Since surplus earnings revert to Portu- 
gal, however, imports from the dollar 
area are restricted. 

Chemical Importers and Dealers— 
Pakistan.Pakistan is largely de- 
pendent on imports for its industrial 
and synthetic organic chemical sup- 
plies. Chemical and dye imports in 
1954 on private account were valued at 
about $9 million. The United King- 
dom was the principal supplier ac- 
counting for approximately 50 percent 
of chemical imports; Germany and 
France followed with 20 percent, the 
United States with 5 percent, and all 
other countries made up the remaind- 
er of 25 percent. Because of limited 
availability of dollar exchange, im- 
ports from the United States are se- 
verely restricted. 


Confectionery Importers, 
and Manufacturers—Morocco. 


French Zone.—Local production of 
confectionery is limited in range and 
insufficient to meet consumption re- 
quirements. Imports are consequently 
relatively important, amounting in 
1953 to a value of approximately 
$1,443,000. The principal suppliers were 
France, the United States, the Neth- 
erlands, and the United Kingdom. Im- 
ports of Italian confectionery have in- 
creased substantially. 

Spanish Zone.—In 1952, $35,400 
worth of confectionery was imported 
from Spain and Great Britain. Ameri- 
can confectionery is well known and is 
imported through Tangier. The Span- 
ish Zone maintains strict import and 
exchange controls. 

International Zone.—There are no 
important manufacturers of confec- 
tionery. Tangier imports confection- 
eries from many countries and from 
the other 2 zones. Imports in 1954 
amounted to $115,107. Of this quantity, 
the United States supplied $29,910, 


Dealers, 


Great Britain $21,870, and Spain 
$15,930. 
Electrical Supply and Equipment 


Importers and Dealers—India.—Elec- 
trical manufacturing activities in In- 
dia have been increasing in both 
quantity and range. Electrical im- 
ports consist principally of wires and 
cables, lamps, flashlights, carbons, ac- 
cumulators, condensers, meters, elec- 
tromedical apparatus, switchboards, 
porcelain ware, control and switch- 
gear, generators, alternators, motors, 
transformers, and _  turbogenerating 
sets. 

The United Kingdom, the United 
States, Western Germany, the Nether- 
lands, and Hong Kong are the princi- 
pal suppliers of electrical instruments, 
appliances, and apparatus. The Unit- 
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Madras Port Seeks Diesel 
.Shunting Locomotives 


Bids for supply of diesel shunt- 
ing locomotives have been in- 
vited by the Chief Engineer, 
Madras Port Trust, Madras, In- 
dia, to reach him not later 
than August 8. 

Sealed tenders superscribed 
“Tender for Diesel Shunting Lo- 
comotives” should be submitted 
in duplicate for the supply of 2 
locomotives of medium power, or 
3 or 4 locomotives of smaller 
horse power. 

Tender documents may be ob- 
tained on application to the Dep- 
uty Chief Accountant (Engineer- 
ing), Chief Engineer’s Office, 
Madras Port Trust, Madras 1, on 
payment of 5 rupees (about 
US$1.05) per set, which will not 
be refunded. 











ed Kingdom supplies the largest share 
of electrical machinery, with the 
United States and Western Germany 
accounting for the bulk of the re- 
mainder. 


Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Israel.—_With the development of the 
country’s industry, building trade, 
agriculture, and transportation, the 
demand for handtools and imple- 
ments is steadily increasing. Yearly 
import requirements of all kinds of 
hardware and tools are estimated at 
about I£4.5 million (I£1—US$1.80), of 
which about I£3 million worth is 
brought in by importers and the re- 
mainder by the Ministries of Labor, 
Agriculture, Defense, and semiofficial 
organizations. 


Prices and terms of payment for 
hardware and tools from the United 
States compare unfavorably with 
lower priced German products. The 
bulk of hardware and tool supplies in 
1953-54 was imported chiefly from 
Western Germany under the repara- 
tions agreement. Other countries 
supplying these goods were Bulgium, 
the United Kingdom, the Scandina- 
vian countries, Austria, and France. 
Imports from the United States, with 
the exception of certain special tools, 
were negligible. 


Hardware Importers and Dealers— 
Paraguay. 

Jewelry Importers and Dealers— 
Union of South Africa.—The local 
jewelry industry has grown consider- 
ably in recent years, partly as a re- 
sult of Government restrictions on 
imports. The market for clocks and 
watches, however, is _ substantial. 
Principal suppliers are the United 
States, the United Kingdom, and 
Switzerland. Switzerland in recent 


— 


years has supplied approximately 95 
percent of the watches. The United 
Kingdom is the principal supplier of 
plated silverware. 

The Government in January 1955 
removed costume jewelry from the 
restricted list of the import contro} 
program, allowing import of thege 
goods on an equal basis with regular 
consumer goods. As a result, imports 
of costume jewelry from the United 
States, which commands a marked 
preference in this market, are ex. 
pected to show a sharp increase. 

Machinery Importers and Distribu- 
tors—Portugal.—Portugal is dependent 
almost entirely upon imports for in- 
dustrial machinery. Total imports in 
1953 were as follows: Industrial ma- 
chinery—$20,705,455, of which about 
25 percent came from Germany, 21 
percent from the United Kingdom, 
and 13 percent from the United States; 
agricultural machinery—$1,006,285, of 
which the United Kingdom accounted 
for about 34 percent, the United States 
22 percent, Germany 11 percent, and 
France 10 percent; tractors—$1,694,720, 
of which about 46 percent came from 
the United States, 36 percent from 
the United Kingdom, and 10 percent 
from Germany. 

Dollar import licenses are issued 
only for equipment not available at 
reasonable prices from soft-currency 
areas. Licensing is much less restric- 
tive if imports are financed on a 
compensation or switch basis. 


Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Egypt.—This 
country is a very small producer of 
medicinals, the bulk of requirements 
being met by imports. Egypt in 1954 
imported E£5,230,753 (E£1—US$2.87) 
worth of medicinals of which E£392,- 
690 worth were antibiotics, E£44,852 
worth were vitamins, and E£51,544 
worth were serums and vaccines. Im- 
ports of toilet preparations except 
toilet soap in the same year reached 
a value of E£176,190, of which E£60,719 
were accounted for by tooth pastes 
and washes. 

Medicinal and Toilet Preparation 
Importers and Dealers—Netherlands 
West Indies.—Medicinal and toilet 
preparations are not produced locally. 
Import statistics for 1954 show the 
value of medicinal and pharmaceutical 
products as $1,082,228; and toilet, pol- 
ishing, and cleansing preparations at 
$1,727,586. Of these figures, $759,151 
and $900,265, respectively were im- 
ported from the United States. 


Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Honduras.—U. S. provisions, especially 
canned goods, are in demand but be- 
yond reach of the average person. 
Provision imports in 1953 amounted 
to about $4 million, of which 75 per- 
cent by value came from the United 
States. Chief imports were wheat and 
flour from the United States, and 


(Continued on Page 23) 
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New Committee Stimulates Activities 
Of Inter-American Travel Congress 


A new piece of intergovernmental machinery came into action at the 
first meeting of the Permanent Executive Committee of the Inter- 
American Travel Congresses, held at the Pan American Union, Wash- 


ington, D. C., June 20-24. 


Designed to produce prompt and helpful results in the development 


of tourism in the Western Hemisphere, 
the committee is expected to be 
capable of cutting through much of 
the inertia which has plagued inter- 
national efforts to promote greatly 
increased travel in this area in the 


past. 


This article is part of a report on 
the first meeting of the Permanent 
Executive Committee on the Inter- 
American Travel Congresses by H. H. 
Kelly, Special Assistant for Interna- 
tional Travel, Bureau of Foreign Com- 
merce, who attended as U. S. repre- 
sentative. 

After five days of intensive effort, 
the committee concluded its numerous 
findings and recommendations, cover- 
ing all the principal aspects of the 
travel problem—government regula- 
tions, travelers’ documentation, air- 
craft and shipping requirements, 
technical committee studies, statistics, 
promotion and publicity, technical 
assistance, and many others. 

The committee’s complete report 
will be sent for study and action to 
all member governments of the Or- 
ganization of American States, and 
will be the basis of future activities by 
technical committees and the travel 
congresses themselves. 


Committee Established at 
Fifth Congress in Panama 








Establishment of this executive com- 
mittee, a cornerstone of the official 
organization plan of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Travel Congresses, was adopted 
by the Fifth Congress in Panama in 
1954 and approved by the Council of 
the Organization of American States 
last December. Five countries were 
named to have representation on the 
Committee—Argentina, Costa Rica, 
Mexico, Peru, and the United States. 
Secretariat services were vested in the 
Pan American Union. 


All of the five member-countries 
sent experienced travel officials to the 
Washington meeting. A special round- 
table session was organized at the 
request of the U.S. delegation, to per- 
mit representatives of airlines, ship- 
Ping lines, motoring associations, 
hotels, and publications to offer infor- 
mation and suggestions to the com- 
mittee. 


In addition, the U. S. delegation 
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presented a series of reports on cur- 
rent travel regulations in all the Latin 
American countries. These reports, 
prepared by air and shipping lines, 
contained suggestions for simplifying 
these regulations and were used by 
the committee as working papers. 

The speed with which the commit- 
tee proposes to work is indicated by 
the schedule of immediate activities 
which it established, leading up to the 
Sixth Inter-American Travel Congress 
to be held in San Jose, Costa Rica, 
next April. The four technical com- 
mittees will meet in September of this 
year, and the Executive Committee 
will hold its second session next Jan- 
uary. 


Major Decisions Adopted 
At First Meeting 


The decisions of the executive com- 
mittee were based upon its statutory 
responsibility “to adopt such measures 
as it deems advisable to promote com- 
pliance with the resolutions of the 
Congresses and for the best attain- 
ment of the purposes indicated there- 
in.” Among the most important of 
these were the following: 

eGovernments were urged to set up 
facilities to simplify the matter of 
personal documentation for travelers 
throughout the Western Hemisphere, 
specifically by the following means: 

Total suppression of letters of rec- 
ommendation, police certificates, gen- 
eral health certificates, special per- 
mits of entry or exit, and transit visas, 
according to the legal or regulatory 
definition of these documents in each 
country; 

Unilateral elimination of visas, 
tourist cards, or similar documents in 
all cases where governments find this 
possible; 

In cases where visas cannot be 
eliminiated entirely, they were to be 
simple in form, easy and rapid to 
obtain, and valid for as long a time 
as possible; 


As a means of orienting legal and 
regulatory requirements towards a 
common base, requirements for tour- 
ists’ personal documentation were to 
be limited to a document of proof of 
identity and nationality—a simple 
form or card containing the necessary 
statistical and registration data for 
entry and exit of passengers, and the 


international vaccination certificate 
of the World Health Organization; 

Elimination of fees or taxes upon 
entry or exit of the tourist or if not 
possible in certain countries, reduction 
of such charges to a minimum and 
utilization of their proceeds for the 
development of tourism. 

eThe committee also declared that 
simplification of the ships’ passenger 
manifest was an indispensable means 
for facilitating tourism, and listed the 
following 10 items as being the only 
ones’ required on the manifest: Name, 
sex, age, marital status, profession, 
nationality, country of birth, passport 
number, port of origin, destination in 
the country. 

eGovernments were urged, in con- 
formity with annex 9 of the Conven- 
tion on International Civil Aviation, 
Chicago 1944, to simplify to the great- 
est extent possible the documentary 
requirements which affect efficient 
functioning of civil aviation in the 
Americas. 

The four technical committees, 
created by the basic organization plan 
of the Inter-American Travel Con- 
gresses, designated their chairmen 
and membership to be as follows: 

Research and Organization—Chair- 
man, Peru; members, Argentina, Bo- 
livia, Haiti, Panama, the Dominican 
Republic, and Uruguay. 

Removal of Travel Barriers—Chair- 
man, Argentina; members, Brazil, 
Chile, the United States, Paraguay, 
Nicaragua, and Venezuela. 

Travel Plant and Facilities—Chair- 
man, the United States; members, Ar- 
gentina, Canada (although not a 
member of the Organization of Amer- 
ican States, is especially invited to 
participate in the work of this com- 
mittee), Colombia, Guatemala, Hon- 
duras, and Mexico. 

Tourist Travel Promotion—Chair- 
man, Mexico; members, Canada, Costa 
Rica, Cuba, Ecuador, El] Salvador, and 
the United States. 

All four committees will meet simul- 
taneously, each in the country of its 


chairman, during the week beginning 
September 19, 1955. 


Special Priority Given 
To Tourist Statistics 


Any member of the Organization of 
American States may participate in 
the work of the technical committees. 
Secretarial services for each commit- 
tee will be provided by the country of 
its chairman. Certain key points were 
called to the attention of each of the 
technical committees as a means of 
providing priority for its initial work. 

Special priority was given to the 





——_—— + ot 6 Ge om 








subject of tourist statistics, assigned 
to the committee on research and or- 
ganization. The statistical methods 
now followed in the various countries 
will be compared in order to establish 
uniform methods of collection and 
compilation. Tourists and transporta- 
tion companies, it was recognized, 
should not be required to provide un- 
necessary data. In this project, con- 
tact will be maintained with the In- 
ter-American Statistical Institute and 
with the United Nations, both of 
which have current activities under 
way in the travel statistics field. 

Governments not having done so 
were requested to ratify the World 
Convention on Road Traffic, Geneva 
1949, and the Convention on the Regu- 
lation of Inter-American Automotive 
Traffic, Washington, 1943, and to im- 
plement the provisions of these 
treaties promptly. 

Recognition of the automobile cus- 
toms pass of the Inter-American Fed- 
eration of Automobile Clubs was rec- 
ommended for all countries. This 
organization was requested to com- 
plete its work on the proposed inter- 
American plan of automobile insur- 
ance. 

Governments were requested to 
ratify promptly the United Nations 
conventions on simplification of cus- 
toms formalities for motor vehicles 
and the personal effects of tourists, 
plus a protocol on importation of 
tourist propaganda material, New 
York, 1954. The permanent secretariat 
was charged with preparing, in col- 
laboration with the Inter-American 
Federation of Automobile Clubs, a 
project for a regional agreement on 
these subjects, terms of which would 
be more liberal than those of the 
world-wide agreements. 

Arrangements were made for com- 
mittee representation at future meet- 
ings of the International Union of Of- 
ficial Travel Organizations, the Inter- 
national Road Federation, the Amer- 
ican Society of Travel Agents, and the 
‘National Association of Travel Organ- 


- izations. 


Committee To Publish Quarterly 
Survey of Activities 

The permanent secretariat was 
charged with publishing a quarterly 
bulletin containing information on the 
current activities of the Inter-Amer- 
ican Travel Congresses, statistical 
data, special studies, and other mate- 
rial designed to provide a broad survey 
of current activities throughout the 
Americas in the field of tourism. 

The International Bank for Recon- 
struction and Development was re- 
quested to give special consideration 
to financing modern hotels in coun- 
tries which require them; and the per- 
manent secretariat was asked to as- 
semble information on credit condi- 
tions in each country relative to de- 
velopment of all phases of the tourist 
industry. 

The committee gave encouragement 
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to the holding of regional meetings on 
tourism problems, and arranged to be 
represented at the Fourth Regional 
Touring Congress of the Zones of the 
Gulf of Mexico and the Caribbean, to 
be held at Mexico City, September 
4-11. 

Advance notification was given to 
the member governments that Costa 
Rica has fixed the dates of April 14- 
21, 1956, for the Sixth Inter-American 
Travel Congress to be held in the city 
of San Jose. The executive commit- 
tee will hold its second meeting in 
Lima, Peru, beginning January 16, 
1956. 





Saudi Arabian... 


(Continued from Page 3) 
firms which have interest in the 
project. 

Work on the establishment of the 
six regional agricultural stations was 
started, although the sites were not 
finally selected. The availability of 
water appeared to be the determining 
factor in most cases. 


In the Qatif area a team of agricul- 
tural experts under Aramco auspices 
instituted a date-production survey to 
determine whether the yield could be 
increased. Preliminary findings indi- 
cated that the area was suffering 
from an inadequate drainage system. 
The area, which is irrigated from 
numerous artesian wells, has a water 
level of 1 foot compared with an 
optimum level of 4 feet. Aramco’s 


—— 


experts were of the opinion that jg 
the drainage system could be improveg 
and the water level controlled, garden 
truck as well as dates could be 
and profitably marketed in the 4j 
Hasa district. 

Riyal-Dollar Rate Stable 

The riyal-dollar rate remained sta. 
bilized in the 3-month period. A short- 
age of nondollar foreign exc 
developed in February and March, 
however, and as a consequence the 
value of the riyal in terms of non- 
dollar currencies dropped slightly. 

A royal decree announcing the 
minting of 50 million new riyals wag 
published on February 23, in the semi- 
official newspaper Al-Bilad al-Saudi- 
yah. The riyals were described as 
being of the same weight and fineness 
of silver as those in circulation in the 
Kingdom. The new coins are to bear 
the name of King Saud ibn Abdul Aziz 
in place of that of the late King Abdul 
Aziz ibn Saud. The silver used in the 
minting of the new riyals, 17 million 
ounces, was purchased in Mexico. 

In March, Basim Bey Khalidi was 
appointed vice president of the Mone- 
tary Agency. This position was cre- 
ated at the time of the appointment. 
Mr. Khalidi served with the Monetary 
Agency as vice governor from its for- 
mation in October 1952 until May 1954. 

An executive director of the Inter- 
national Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development and of the International 
Monetary Fund visited Jidda during 
the quarter—Emb., Jidda. 
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UTILITIES AND SERVICES 





Nigerian Group Acts 


To Improve Aviation 


An Inter-Regional Civil Aviation 
Conference was held in Lagos, Nigeria, 
on May 16, to review the Department 
of Civil Aviation plan of development. 
The main decisions reached by the 
conference were: 

eTo raise Kaduna airport to the 
status of an international airport to 
replace Maduguri as the alternate for 


0. 

eTo improve the airports at Lokoja 
and Ilorin to enable them to use air- 
craft of the weight of Bristol Way- 
farers. 

®To improve the airport at Tiko, 
Southern Cameroons and to consider 
the development of Mamfe airfield and 
the reintroduction of regular air serv- 
ice to Mamfe. 

eTo open the Oshogbo airport when 
necessary radio facilities can be in- 
stalled and to find a new site for an 
airport at Ibadan, the present site 
being inadequate to handle increased 
traffic. 

The Eastern and Western Regional 
Governments agreed to act as agents 
for the Federal Government in carry- 
ing out improvements to airports in 
their respective regions. 

During the present fiscal year the 
Federal Government plans to spend 
£270,000 on capital improvements to 
civil aviation installations. 





Israel Betters Phone System 


Telephone service in Israel was im- 
proved and expanded during 1954. 

Radiotelephone services were inaug- 
wated with Turkey, the U. S. S. R. 
Eastern Germany, Algeria, Tunisia, 
and Morocco, and automatic and 
semiautomatic telephone exchanges 
have started operating for the Jaffa- 
Tel Aviv-Ramat Gan area, Mt. Car- 
mel-Haifa, and Beersheba. 

An additional 120 places—including 
all frontier villages—were included in 
the telephone net, which now com- 
prises more than 30,000 subscribers.— 
Emb., Tel Aviv. 





Jidda Gets New Phone System 

An automatic telephone system 
Planned for Jidda, Saudi Arabia, is 
expected to go into operation in about 
& year. Work was completed on a 
2000-line exchange during the first 
quarter of 1955 and a letter of credit 
Was opened by the Government for 
£97,000 (US$271,600) to provide cable 
and other equipment for the distribu- 
tion system.—Emb., Jidda. 





Chile’s 1955 bean crop was 1.9 mil- 
On bags, according to a preliminary 
estimate reported by the Foreign Ag- 
ricultural Service. 


july 11, 1955 
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Hong Kong Expands International 
And Domestic Communications 


Hong Kong expanded its international radiotelephone services in 1954 
and developed a plan for the expansion of the telephone system to meet 
an increasing demand for telephones. 

The Cable and Wireless, Ltd., with its several deep-sea cables linked 
to the company’s world-wide network and its 14 direct high-speed wire- 


less telegraph circuits working with 
other centers in the Far East and 
beyond, served Hong Kong. 


Total telegrams handled for the 
year, including those in transit, ap- 
proximated 3 million. Traffic on cir- 
cuits to the United States, Japan, 
and Thailand increased although 
there was a decided decrease in traffic 
to the China mainland. 


The company opened new oversea 
radiotelephone services from Hong 
Kong to Seoul, South Korea, and 
Bombay. It also extended services to 
Puerto Rico and Alaska via Oakland, 
Calif., and provided links between 
Sydney and Tokyo, Sydney and Tai- 
pei, Singapore and Macau, Singapore 





Trinidad, Tobago Ban Import 


Of Left-hand Drive Vehicles 


A clarification of the 18-month old 
prohibition of the importation into 
Trinidad and Tobago of left-hand 
drive motor vehicles, except by special 
permission of the Government Licens- 
ing Officer, has been obtained by the 
American Consulate General, particu- 
larly for “temporary” importation. 

In considering the case of an Ameri- 
can who came to Trinidad to work for 
6 or 8 months with an oil company 
and sought to enter his left-hand drive 
automobile, the explanation given by 
the local licensing authority for re- 


fusing permission to enter the car into 
the colony follows: 


If a foreigner coming to Trinidad 
and Tobago proves himself to be a 
bona fide visitor or tourist, the licens- 
ing authority will ordinarily grant this 
special permission to bring in his left- 
hand drive motor vehicle and will issue 
him “visitor” license plates, which are 
valid for 3 months. 


If a foreigner comes to the colony 
for purposes of employment, however, 
he is not considered a visitor as far as 
the licensing authority is concerned, 
no matter how temporary may be his 
employment, and the _ prohibition 
against importing a left-hand-drive 
motor vehicle is not relaxed on his 
behalf. 

The prohibition was officially pub- 
lished as a supplement to Vol. 123, No. 
2, of the Royal Gazette of Trinidad 
and Tobago, on January 7, 1954. 





and Manila, Oakland and Bangkok, 
and Oakland and Macau. 


Radiofacsimile service, previously 
available only to and from Singapore 
and London, was extended to include 
Japan and Manila. 


Although the Hong Kong Telephone 
Co., Ltd. at the end of 1954 had 
33,568 direct exchange lines and 15,- 
962 extensions, of which 5,080 new 
stations were installed during the year, 
18,000 applications remained unfilled. 

The telephone company expects to 
eliminate the waiting list in 2 years 
when it completes its development 
program, which calls for the installa- 
tion of 3 new main exchanges. As part 
of this program, the company during 
1954 extended its main exchange in 
the Eastern area by the addition of 
new automatic equipment of 2,400 
lines. 

The installation of a new main ex- 
change in Telephone House, Kowloon, 
is expected to be ready in July. This 
exchange will provide service for over 
5,000 new subscribers in that area. 


A 9-story building and a new main 
exchange, with an initial capacity of 
12,000 lines and expanded capacity to 
19,000 lines, is planned for the West- 
ern District. When this installation is 
completed, it will relieve the Central 
Exchange and permit further develop- 
ment in the central Hong Kong area. 

In order to meet the demand for 
telephones in the New Territories, the 
telephone company initiated a major 
development scheme by starting work 
on a modern exchange for the Tsun 
Wan industrial area. A new 1,000-line 
capacity exchange will also soon serve 
the Peak district—Emb., Hong Kong. 





Saudi Arabian Capital To 


Get More Electric Current 


The installation of a 5,000-kilowatt 
gas turbine in Jidda, Saudi Arabia, has 
been under the supervision of an 
American firm of engineering consult- 
ants. The current is to be utilized 
largely by the royal palaces under 
construction. 

A 1,500-kilowatt generator has been 
purchased from the Saudi Arabian 
Mining Syndicate, to supplement the 
3,500 kilowatts of electricity produced 
for consumption by the city of Jidda. 


17 


| 
af 














ee <)> eer © eee 


UTILITIES AND SERVICES 










TRANSPORT and TRAVEL NOTES 


= 
= 
a 
= 
5 
= 
=> 
a 
= 
a 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
= 
2 
= 
5 
: 


HUNMNNNLLNNUU0QNUNNUNNNNNOONNELANUENNUULONUUULOUONOOOUAROOSOGOLOUSUOSUOOOOSOGEOSEOOOOOOEUAOSSN UTADA = 


Five ore carriers of 35,000-ton car- 
rying capacity each reportedly are to 
be built by Deutsche Werft, Hamburg, 
for the Hendy Corp., Los Angeles, 
Calif. Delivery of the first of these 
turbine freighters, which has a cruis- 
ing speed of 15 knots, is expected to 
be made by the end of 1956. 





Extensive repair and reconstruction 
work, including the construction of 
four new shipways, will be carried out 
by Blohm & Voss, a shipyard in 
Hamburg, W. Germany. 

As a result, Blohm & Voss will be 
able to increase the number of ship- 
yard workers it employs from the 
present level of 1,500 to 4,500 and will 
be in a position to build vessels of all 
types and sizes. 





The newly formed Franco-Lao air 
transport company, Veha-Akat, will 
concentrate on light aircraft to link 
various parts of Laos not accessible to 
heavier craft operated by Air Laos. 

According to the Lao Minister of 
Commerce, the company was formed 
to give majority control to Lao inter- 
ests. The latter will own 51 percent 
of the stock, with French interests 
owning 49 percent. 





The Portuguese airline, Transportes 
Aereos Portugueses (TAP), operated 
at a deficit the first 18 months after 
its changeover from Government to 
private ownership on July 1, 1953. 

The airline lost money on all routes 
except the Tangier-Casablanca and 
the Luanda flights. The ratio of ex- 
penditures to receipts on the un- 
profitable routes ranged from 102 per- 
cent to 272 percent. Average load 
factor on all services was 59 percent. 

In 1954, TAP made 1,947 flights on 
regular services. Its fleet now consists 
of three DC-4’s, six DC-3’s and one 
Beachcraft. Three new Super Con- 
stellations, arriving this summer, will 
be used on the present African route 
and the planned Brazilian service. 





The port of Axim, Gold Coast, has 
been reopened by Mengal West Africa, 
an American lumber company. Last 
used as a major port in 1930, Axim was 
opened to facilitate the export of ma- 
hogany and makore—African cherry. 

Although seasonal high seas will 
prevent year-round use of the port, it 
is estimated that log shipments from 
Axim will increase more than 100 per- 
cent in the near future. 





The Humming Bird Highway, a 3212 
mile highway linking Roaring Creek 


with Middlesex in British Honduras, 
was opened for use in March, 1954. 


Completion of this highway made 
the town of Stann Creek and the 
Stann Creek Valley accessible over- 
land from Belize. Although the high- 
way was built for the development of 
agricultural areas. The highway is 
being used exclusively for lumbering 
operations and for normal commercial 
movement of goods between Stann 
Creek, Cayo, and Belize. 

The new highway cost some $2 mil- 
lion, an average of $60,000 per mile, a 
very high cost considering most of the 
road is single lane and in many places 
could be improved. 





Airways India has been given per- 
mission to operate an air service be- 
tween Calcutta and the Andaman Is- 
lands, according to the Indian press. 
The contract is for 3 years, with a pro- 
vision for an extension if the Govern- 
ment does not decide to acquire the 
service. 

The ‘service reportedly will be op- 
erated once a week with a Catilina 
amphibian, already purchased. The 
plane will have a carrying capacity of 
6,000 pounds, and seating accommo- 
dations for 12 to 15 passengers. The 
one way fare will be 250 rupees (1 
rupee—approximately US$0.21) and 
the charge for freight will be not less 
than 12 annas per pound (1 rupee—16 
annas). 

The distance between Calcutta and 
Fort Blair in the Andamans is about 
780 miles, and the Catalina is expected 
to make the trip in about 6 hours. 
This non-scheduled service is expect- 
ed to start in September. 





Trans-Canada Air Lines has inaug- 
urated a new passenger service on the 
Montreal-Ottawa-Fort William-Cal- 
gary-Edmonton route. 

The new service is a daily 10-hour 
(elapsed time) flight in both directions, 
utilizing TCA’s new 40-passenger, tur- 
bo-prop Vickers Viscount aircraft. By 
the end of the year, TCA plans to ex- 
tend this service to Vancouver. Otta- 
wa is now for the first time on a main 
TCA transcontinental route. 





Reconstruction work on the airport 
terminal building at Accra, Gold Coast, 
was expected to be under way by 
the end of June. The present build- 
ing will be enlarged to provide better 
accomodations for Gold Coast im- 
migration and customs authorities, as 
well as intransit passengers. 

The Acting Controller of Civil Avia- 
tion at Accra stated that the work is 


a 


Saudi Arabia Improves 


Transport Facilities 


Work on the Jidda-Medina road ip 
Saudi Arabia was resumed in Fep. 
ruary. Of the total distance of 27 
miles, 87 are now paved, 24 miles hay. 
ing been completed in the first quar. 
ter. Paving operations halted jp 
March as the aggregate supply 
crushed rock which is added to the 
asphalt—was exhausted. It was estj- 
mated that the road would be com- 
pleted in time for the pilgrimage in 
1956. 

The construction of a trans-Arabian 
highway approximately 1,000 miles 
long, linking Jidda, Mecca, Taif, 
Riyadh, Al Hasa, and Dammam wag 
ordered by royal decree on Feb 
23, 1955. The Minister of Finance was 
directed to make provisions for the 
road in future budgets, beginning in 
the year August 19, 1955-August 8 
1956. 

Steps to reopen the Hejaz railway, 
approximately 807 miles long, which 
would link Medina with the Hashemite 
Kingdom of Jordan and Syria, were 
taken early in the quarter. Discus- 
sions were held in Riyadh January 
16-20 and were attended by the Saudi 
Arabian Minister of Communications, 
the Syrian Minister of National 
Economy and Deputy Minister of Pub- 
lic Works and Communications, and 
the Jordanian Minister of Commerce 
and Customs and Deputy Minister of 
Works. 

The discussions are reported to 
have ended in an agreement regard- 
ing the approach to be followed in 
repairing and operating the railroad. 
Repairs to the 186 miles of track which 
were destroyed during World War I 


_were estimated to cost $11.2 million. 


The agreement was submitted for rati- 
fication by the three Governments. 
Following ratification, tenders will be 
requested on the basis of a survey to 
be financed by approximately $56,000 
contributed by the King of Saudi 
Arabia. 





of a “temporary nature” as a new and 
permanent terminal building to cost 
an estimated £250,000, is under con- 
sideration. Provisions for the new 
building, a 3 or 4 floor structure, will 
be made in the second development 
plan due to start in April 1957. When 
completed, the new terminal will 
house not only the civil air authorities, 
customs, and immigration, but also 
the airlines represented in Accra— 
Cons. Gen., Accra. 





The Bolivian national airline, Lloyd 
Aereo Boliviano (LAB), has put into 
service two American DC-4 aircraft. 
Now being used on the La Paz-Cocha- 
bamba-Santa Cruz run, the new ait- 
craft later may be employed on LAB's 
international service—Emb., La Paz. 
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FAIRS AND EXHIBITIONS 





World Almond Industry 


To Convene at Bari 


The International Almond Conven- 
tion will be held at Bari, Italy, Sep- 
tember 13-15, concurrently with the 
“IX Levant Fair scheduled for Sep- 
tember 14 and 15. 


The Almond Convention agenda will 
include discussions on the develop- 
ment of scientific, technical, phyto- 
sanitary, economic, and statistical 
research related to almond cultiva- 
tion; wider dissemination of infor- 
mation on these matters and the 
establishment of closer ties among all 
pranches interested in almond cul- 
tivation and consumption. 


In addition to these subjects, the 
following specific topics have been 


’ proposed : 


eWorld situation with regard to al- 
mond cultivation—planted areas, pro- 
duction, and cultivation techniques. 

eGenetic improvement and develop- 
ment of new varieties. 

eMethods to fight almond parasites 
and diseases. 

eEconomic aspects of almond culti- 
vation. 

eProduct 
packaging. 

eForeign trade aspects. 

eAlimentary and industrial uses of 
almonds. 


selection, packing, and 


Attendance at Milan Fair 
Reported Larger This Year 


The 33d International Fair at Milan, 
Italy, held April 12-27, entertained 
425 million visitors, of whom 89,723 
were foreign, as compared with 4.11 
million in 1954, of whom 84,212 were 
foreign. 


Of the total 12,738 exhibitors in 
1955, 3,756 were foreign, as compared 
with the 1954 figures, 12,336 and 3,585, 
respectively. U. S. exhibitors num- 
bered about 630 in 1955 and 571 in 
1954. 

The U. S. trade information center 
operating at the fair received 3,611 
businessmen, 759 of whom required 
detailed interviews. 

Inquiries on importing from the 
United States totaled 302; exporting 
to the United States, 215; U. S. 
methods, techniques, and housing, 131; 
and miscellaneous, 111. Most of the 
other inquiries related to information 
on names of producers and local 
representatives of U. S. firms and 
prices of items displayed in the cen- 
tral U. S. exhibit. 








U. S. exports of nonchocolate con- 
fectionery declined to 4,495,000 pounds 
in 1954, as compared with 5,989,000 
pounds exported in 1953, 


July 11, 1955 


Attendance Reaches 1 Million 
At 1955 Brussels Exhibition 


The 30th Brussels (Belgium) International Exhibition will be held 


April 28-May 13, 1956. 


The 29th exhibition, which took place in April and May this year, 
attracted approximately 1 million visitors and was considered generally 
successful by the 4,202 exhibitors participating. 


Business transacted was about the 
same as at the 1954 fair, with buyer 
interest varying considerably from 
exhibitor to exhibitor, depending on 
the price, quality, and design of the 
items shown. 

Of the million visitors, 14,079 were 
buyers from 69 foreign countries, as 
compared with 16,542 buyers from 73 
countries in 1954. The 1955 foreign 
visitors represented all noncommunist 
European countries; all Western 
Hemisphere countries, with the excep- 
tion of Cuba, Haiti, Bolivia, Peru, and 
Ecuador; and most of the important 
countries and territories in Africa, the 
Near East, and the Far East. 


The countries having more than 100 
exhibitors were as follows: Belgium, 
with 1,890; Germany, 419; Great 
Britain, 283; the United States, 208; 
the Netherlands, 197; and Switzerland, 
153. Fair ‘authorities are reported to 
have turned down applications for 
8,000 square meters of space because of 
lack of accommodations. 


Thirteen Governments Exhibit 


Official government exhibits num- 
bered 13 and included the following 
countries: Austria, Canada, Czechoslo- 
vakia, East Germany, France, Great 
Britain, India, Italy, Japan, Portugal, 
Tunisia, the United States, and West 
Germany. In addition numerous Bel- 
gian and foreign industrial and com- 
mercial groups as well as Belgian 
official groups exhibited. 

Both the U. S. trade information 
team and the trade information center 
at the fair stimulated trade between 
Belgium and the United States. 

The official U. S. exhibit consisted 
of a display called “America at Home,” 





First World Furniture Fair 
To Be Held in Canty, Italy 


The First International Furniture 
Fair will be held in Cantu, Italy, Sep- 
tember 17-October 5, according to in- 
formation received from the Italian 
Trade Commisison in Los Angeles, 
Calif. 

A new building, to house a perma- 
nent furniture display, has been con- 
structed and is expected to be inau- 
gurated at the fair. 

Furniture importers, architects, de- 
signers, interior decorators, and others 
connected with the industry are in- 
vited to attend. 





the central attraction being a small 
American-type house completely fur- 
nished and occupied. Outside the 
house were displays of all types of 
household, yard, and vacation fur- 
nishings and appliances. Of a more 
general nature were the displays of 
packaged food and toilet goods and 
“public interest” advertising. 





Lyons Trade Fair Reported 
Active in All Categories 


The International Fair held in 
Lyons, France, April 16-25, was very 
active in all industry branches, ac- 
cording to reports. 

The most favored groups were toys, 
electricity, mechanics, porcelain and 
glass, household articles, and indus- 
trial supplies. 

Nearly 5,500 exhibitors, 1,200 of 
whom were foreign firms, presented 
their products. Buyers, in addition 
to those from France, came from 14 
countries of the French Union, in 
North Africa, and from 57 foreign 
countries. 





National Exhibit Managers 


Hold Annual Summer Meeting 


The annual summer meeting of the 
National Association of Exhibit Man- 
agers, Inc., was held at Pocono Manor 
Inn, Pocono Manor, Pa., June 23-24. 

The topics under discussion were as 
follows: The Department of Commerce 
and the Exhibit Industry, How Can 
Exhibit Managers Get the Most Assist- 
ance from Convention Bureaus?, How 
Can Exhibit Managers Get the Most 
Assistance from Hotel Management?, 
How Can Exhibit Managers Build Sat- 
isfying and Successful Entertainment 
Programs?, Women’s Program at Your 
Conference, The Cubicle Concept of an 
Exposition, and National Expositions 
vs. Distributor Shows. The 2-day meet- 
ing closed with an informal “work- 
shop” discussion. 

An exhibit showing the publications 
and activities of the U. S. Department 
of Commerce was employed during the 
meeting to acquaint members of the 
association with the many services at 
their disposal. 
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WORLD TRADE PUBLICATIONS 





WORLD TRADE | 
INFORMATION 








SERVICE 


Listed below are the latest reports 
published by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce in its new WORLD TRADE 
INFORMATION SERVICE. 

The new publication series, which 
supplants the World Trade Series and 
the International Trade Statistics 
Series of the Business Information 
Service, is designed to provide world 
traders with a broader, more efficient 
reporting service. 

WTIS reports are presented in an 
improved format and printed in easy- 
to-read types. They are arranged in 
five convenient “packages”: 

Part 1, Economic Reports ($6 a year; 
foreign, $8.50); Part 2, Operations Re- 
ports ($6 a year; foreign, $8.50); Part 
3, Statistical Reports ($6 a year; for- 
eign, $7.50); Part 4, Utilities Abroad 
($3 a year; foreign, $4); Part 5, Fairs 
and Exhibitions ($6 a year; foreign, 
$8). 

Subscriptions for the new WORLD 
TRADE INFORMATION SERVICE 
may be placed with U. S. Department 
of Commerce Field Offices or with the 
Superintendent of Documents, U. S. 
Government Printing Office, Wash- 
ington 25, D. C. Remittances payable 
to the Superintendent of Documents 
should accompany subscriptions. 

Copies of individual reports also 
may be purchased from the Depart- 
ment’s Field Offices or the Superin- 
tendent of Documents. 

The new WTIS reports are the fol- 
lowing: 


Economic Reports 


Establishing a Business in Turkey. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-55. 7 pp. 10 
cents. 

Basic Data on the Economy of 
Argentina. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-56. 
25 pp. 10 cents. 

Establishing a Business in Ceylon. 
WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-57. 8 pp. 10 
cents. 

Economic Developments in Saudi 
Arabia, 1954. WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-58. 
6 pp. 10 cents. 

Operations Reports 

Preparing Shipments to Venezuela. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-84. 9 pp. 10 cents. 

Patent and Trade mark Regula- 
tions of the Dominican Republic. 
WTIS, Part 2, No. 55-85. 3 pp. 10 cents. 
Fairs and Exhibitions 

International Trade Fairs and Ex- 
hibitions in Austria. WTIS, Part 5, 
No. 55-9. 9 pp. 20 cents. 
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wo Books 
““ Reports 


Cotton Production and Distribution. 
Washington, D. C. U. S. Department 
of Commerce, 1955. 73 pp. 
Compiled from semimonthly and 

monthly reports issued by the Bureau 

of the Census, this statistical report 
contains selected data on U.S. imports 
and exports of cotton and linters, 
monthly and annually, for the year 
ending July 31, 1954, and prior years. 
U. S. exports and imports of cotton- 
seed oil, cake, and meal also are 
given in addition to by-country sta- 
tistics on world production, consump- 
tion, and stocks of cotton. 
Published as Bulletin No. 191, the 
publication may be obtained from the 

Superintendent of Documents, U. 8S. 

Government Printing Office, Washing- 

ton 25, D. C., at 25 cents a copy. 


Yearbook of the American Bureau of 
Metal Statistics, New York, Ameri- 
can Bureau of Metal Statistics, June 
1955. 123 pp. $3. 


This 34th annual issue contains 
world-wide statistics on 15 metals re- 
corded for 1954 and prior years. 


Production, consumption, and op- 
erating data, as well as U. S. exports 
and imports, are given for copper, 
lead, zinc, aluminum, gold, silver, tin, 
antimony, bauxite, cadmium, cobalt, 
magnesium, molybdenum, nickel, and 
platinum. 


Tables of metal prices and lists of 
metallurgical plants and their capac- 
ities also are included. 


How to Apply for an Export License 
and How To Use It. Washington, 
D. C. U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, May 1955. 15 pp. 


This revised summary of export 
control regulations is intended as a 
general guide to the occasional foreign 
trader who does not find it necessary 
to subscribe to the Comprehensive 
Export Schedule, which contains the 
exact text of the regulations. 


The pamphlet explains symbols used 
to designate country and commodity 
groups, and describes 9 types of gen- 
eral and 5 types of individual export 
licenses. In addition, the bulletin con- 
tains helpful information on how to 
fill out an application for export 
license. ; 


Prepared by the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce, the summary is available 
from the U. S. Department of Com- 
merce, Washington 25, D. C., or any 
of the Department’s Field Offices, at 
20 cents a copy. 


——e 


Soviet Bloc Economic Activities in the 
Free World. Washington, D. C., For. 
eign Operations Administration, 
July 1955. 100 pp. 

This sixth semiannual report of 
operations under the Mutual Defenge 
Assistance Control Act of 1951 for the 
period July-December 1954 summar. 
izes Soviet bloc activities abroad ang 
the related problems which confront 
the United States and other govern. 
ments and business men of the free 
world. 


Moscow’s economic arm, East-West 
trade in 1954, economic courses of 
Eastern Europe, and problems of East- 
West trading are discussed in 5 ¢ 
ters. A concluding chapter highlights 
some of the main implications drawn 
from these developments. 


The report may be purchased from 
the Superintendent of Documents, 
U.S. Government Printing Office, at 35 
cents a copy. 





Canada’s cotton imports in the first 
8 months of the 1954-55 marketing 
season have registered an increase of 
30 percent over the corresponding 
period of the preceding year, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 


Imports in the current period 
amounted to 232,000 bales of 500 
pounds gross, as compared with 179,- 
000 bales imported in the first 8 
months of last year. 





Austrian Publications 


List Products, Firms 


Potential importers of Aus- 
trian products may wish to re- 
view two booklets titled “Spe- 
cialties From Austria,” published 
by the Federal Chamber of Com- 
merce, Vienna, for the Canadian 
International Trade Fair of 1954 
and 1955; and “Austria Export,” 
a periodical also published in 
collaboration with the Federal 
Chamber of Commerce. 


The fair booklets contain illus- 
trations in color of various Aus- 
trian products, as well as the 
name of the supplier of each 
item. “Austria Export,” among 
other features, contains a regis- 
ter of firms of interest to U. S. 
importers. 


A limited supply of these pub- 
lications is available on loan 
from the Commercial Intelli- 
gence Division, Bureau of For- 
eign Commerce, U. 8S. Depart- 
ment of Commerce, Washington 
25, D. C., or they may be review- 
ed in the Department’s Field Of- 
fices. 
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Rubber Exports Rank 


Second in Ceylon 


Ceylon’s rubber production in 1954 
totaled 94,000 long tons. 

Although rubber is the second most 
jmportant export industry of the is- 
jand, its annual production of 90,000 
to 100,000 long tons represents only 
about 5 percent of the world’s natural 
rubber production. In 1954, the rupees 
yalue of rubber exports amounting to 
985 million (US$60 million) comprised 
17 percent of total exports. 

Many of Ceylon’s rubber trees are 
over-age, average yields are low, and 
costs are proportionately high. Of the 
657,000 acres under rubber at the end 
of 1953, approximately 200,000 acres 
or 30 percent are considered to be 
uneconomic. A modest 5-year replant- 
ing program, instituted in 1953, is 
making good progress, but on comple- 
tion will account for only 65,000 acres 
or 10 percent of the total acreage. 

Excluding plantings since 1953, about 
58 percent of the planted area is over 
$5 years of age, 6 percent over 30 years, 
13 percent over 25 years, some 12 per- 
cent over 15 to 24 years, and 11 per- 
cent under 15 years. High-yield rub- 
ber accounts for only 19 percent of 
the planted area. Less than 6 percent 
of the planted area is immature, rep- 
resenting plantings in the 1948-53 
period. 

Estates of 100 acres or over account 
for 51 percent of Ceylon’s rubber acre- 
age of 657,000 acres, the remainder 
being shared by smaller estates and 
small holdings. European ownership 
has declined from 60 percent in 1939 
to 34 percent in 1953, when Ceylonese 
owned 63 percent of the total rubber. 


China Takes Over Half 


Under the rubber-rice pact with 
communist China, the latter takes 
more than half of Ceylon’s annual 
rubber production at prices above the 
Singapore f. o. b. average price. The 
pact provides for yearly exports of 
50,000 metric tons of rubber to China 
in return for 270,000 metric tons of 
rice. 

It is estimated that in 1953 and 1954 
combined, this pact provided Ceylon 
with a profit of over US$30 million. 
This year, however, with rubber prices 
up substantially and with rice plenti- 
ful in South Asia, Ceylon’s profit 
Margin is dwindling and may disap- 
pear, posing a problem for the Govern- 
ment of Ceylon. Discussions with rep- 
resentatives of communist China with 
&@ view to higher prices for rubber 
were expected to take place in May.— 
Chemical and Rubber Industry Report, 


S. Department of Commerce, May 
955. 
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Portuguese Shoe Market Small 


Portugal is not considered a prom- 
ising market for foreign shoes except 
probably for special types such as or- 
thopedic leather shoes and cleated 
sports shoes. 

Only 3,283 pairs of leather footwear 
were imported into Portugal in 1954, 
of which the United States supplied 
253 pairs. Exports of footwear amount- 
ed to 182,158 pairs, of which 157,287 
were shipped to the Portuguese Prov- 
inces. Portuguese per capita leather- 
shoe consumption amounts to only 
about 1 pair every 3 years. 

Most of the rural population, espe- 
cially women, wear such shoes only 
on Sunday morning when attending 
church services. While the law re- 
quires wearing of shoes in the cities, 
many people go barefoot or wear low- 
priced sandals. This accounts for the 
low per capita consumption of leather 
shoes in Portugal. 


Output 2.5 Million Pairs 


Official estimates place Portugal’s 
footwear production at 678,000 pairs 
annually. Trade sources, however, 
place this output at from 2.5 million 
to 300 million pairs yearly. Scattered 
throughout the country in 1953 were 
920 shoe manufacturing firms, not in- 
cluding the numerous small establish- 
ments. Only 7 of the factories are 
considered well equipped, about 80 
percent mechanized, and these ac- 
count for a major share of total pro- 
duction. 

Chief shoe-manufacturing centers 
are Oporto, S. Joao da Madeira, and 
Lisbon for luxury and city-style shoes; 
Braga, Guimaraes, Loule, Lamego, and 
Alcobaca for country-style shoes; and 
Vila Nova de Gaia for low-priced san- 
dals 

Retail prices of locally produced 
men’s footwear range from $2.50 for 
tennis shoes to $10 a pair for leather 
low-quarters of fairly good quality. 
Women’s footwear prices vary from $7 
for a sports sandal to about $28 for an 
alligator pump. Children’s shoe prices 
range from $4.50 for a brown leather 
low-quarter to $7 for a patent dress 
shoe, and infants’ soft-leather shoes 
retail at approximately $1 a pair. 


Portugal produces practically all of 
its leather requirements, relying on 
imports for special types only. Domes- 
tic production in 1953 amounted to 
6,119 tons of vegetable-tanned and 8,- 
817,000 square feet of chrome-tanned 
leathers. Comparable 1952 figures are 
5,882 tons of vegetable-tanned and 9,- 
044,000 square feet of chrome-tanned 
leathers. 


Leather imports in 1954 totatled 14,- 
891,000 escudos (1 escudo=approxi- 
mately US$0.035), compared with 9,- 
450,000 in 1953. Germany, the United 


Kingdom, and France were the prin- 
cipal foreign suppliers. 


Leather exports totaled 5,668,000 
escudos in 1954 and 6,263,000 in 1953. 
Venezuela was the principal foreign 
market, taking 4,813,000 escudos in 
1954and 4,903,000 escudos in 1953.— 
Emb., Lisbon. 


India Plans First 
Synthetic Oil Plant 


India’s first synthetic oil plant may 
be located in either West Bengal or 
Bihar, according to Indian press re- 
ports. 


Both West Bengal and Bihar have 
abundant supplies of coal and. water 
which are important factors in choos- 
ing the plant’s location. Before mak- 
ing its final decision, however, the 
Indian Government will review proj- 
ect reports to be submitted by ex- 
perts from an American firm and 
from two German firms no later than 
October. These experts are expected 
to visit India soon. 


A Government-appointed Synthetic 
Oil Committee recommended last Jan- 
uary the establishment of a plant ca- 
pable of producing 300,000 tons of syn- 
thetic oil a year at the start. The Com- 
mittee estimated the cost of the unit 
between 520 million and 570 million 
rupees (1 rupee=US$0.21). 








Production of Peruvian 
Footwear Steady in ‘54 


Peruvian footwear production in 
1954 was approximately 3.5 million 
pairs, about the same as in 1953. 

Approximately 40 percent of the 
total output were women’s shoes; 
35 percent, children’s; 20 percent, 
men’s; and 5 percent were special 
types, such as miner’s boots. 

A majority of the women’s shoes are 
produced by the McKay method, but 
reports indicate that the cemented 
types are gaining in popularity. Most 
of the men’s shoes are made by the 
Goodyear process. Generally the 
Goodyear welt process is used for 
boys’ types, with Goodyear and Mc- 
Kay for girls’ styles and “turns” for the 
infants’ shoes.—Emb., Lima. 





A U. S. railway company has bought 
a diesel locomotive from the West 
German firm Maybach in Friedrich- 
shafen, according to the German eco- 
nomic press. An American manufac- 
turer of locomotives also has acquired 
a license to manufacture the Maybach 
diesel locomotive in the United States. 
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U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 





U.S., Netherlands Sign Tax Pact 


The U. S. Department of State has 
announced the signing, on June 15, 
of a protocol supplementing the con- 
vention of April 29, 1948, between the 
United States and the Netherlands for 
the avoidance of double taxation with 
respect to taxes on income and certain 
other taxes. 


The object of the protocol is to ef- 
fect certain modifications in the con- 
vention for the purpose of facilitating 
extension of the convention to the 
Netherlands Antilles (Dutch West 
Indies). 


The protocol contains two substan- 
tive articles. One of them would have 
the effect oft modifying the credit 
article of the 1948 convention in order 
to set forth precisely the deduction 
or credit which the Antilles shall allow 
against its tax for income tax paid 
to the United States by U. S. citizens 
resident in the Antilles with respect to 
income they receive from sources with- 
in the United States. 


The other substantive article would 
modify the extension-procedure arti- 
cle of the 1948 convention so that the 
convention would apply as between the 
United States and the Netherlands 
Antilles on and after January 1 im- 
mediately preceding the date on which 
the procedure prescribed in the con- 
vention had been completed. 

A third article of the protocol pro- 
vides that it shall be regarded as an 
integral part of the convention, that 
it shall be ratified and instruments 
of ratification shall be exchanged, 
and that the protocol shall enter into 
force on the date of such exchange. 


The protocol will be submitted to 
the U. S. Senate for advice and con- 
sent to ratification and to be con- 
sidered in conjunction with a pro- 


List of Exportable CCC 
Farm Products Changed 


The following are the changes from 
the June list of surplus farm prod- 
ucts available to commercial exporters 
from Commodity Credit Corporation 
holdings, as announced by the Depart- 
ment of Agriculture on July 1. 


Northern alfalfa seed, Ladino clover 
seed, and common and certified tall 
fescue seed have been added to the 
products available for export during 
July. 

Raw linseed oil has been dropped 
because of depleted stocks. Hairy 
vetch seed also has been withdrawn 
from the offerings for export. 

The full list of products available, 
which the above notice modifies, ap- 
peared in the Foreign Commerce 
Weekly, June 6, 1955, page 27. 
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posal, presently under consideration 
in the Senate Committee on Foreign 
Relations (S. Exec. I, 83d Cong., 2d 
sess.), for extending the operation 
of the convention, with certain limi- 
tations, to the Netherlands Antilles. 





Import Quota on Rye 
Continued Two Years 


The President issued a proclamation 
on June 30 limiting imports of rye to 
186 million pounds during each of 
the next two 12-month periods be- 
ginning July 1, 1955 and July 1, 1956. 

The President’s proclamation also 
provides for an allocation of the 186 
million-pound quota on an historical 
basis between Canada, 182.28 million 
pounds, and other foreign countries, 
3.72 million pounds. Not more than 
15,000 pounds of the total permissible 
imports may be of rye flour or rye 
meal. 

In its report to the President, the 
U. S. Tariff Commission recommended 
a quota of 95.2 million pounds to be 
imposed indefinitely for succeeding 
12-month periods. 

The President, however, continued 
the limitation on imports of rye at 
the current level of 186 million pounds 
and limited the effectiveness of his 
proclamation to the next two 12- 
month periods, or until June 30, 1957. 

The Tariff Commission’s investiga- 
tion and report were made pursuant 
to section 22 of the Agricultural Ad- 
justment Act, as amended, which 
authorizes limitations on imports 
when imports are interfering with or 


threaten to interfere with domestic 
price-support programs. The Tariff 
Commission found that continued 


restrictions on imports of rye were 
necessary to protect the Department 
of Agriculture’s price-support pro- 
gram for rye. 

The President’s proclamation does 
not apply to imports of certified or 
registered seed rye for seeding and 
crop-improvement purposes entered 
in accordance with prescribed safe- 
guards. 

The Tariff Commission’s report, 
which resulted from an investigation 
requested by the President on May 
20, 1955, was submitted to the Presi- 
dent on June 24. 


Argentina’s 27,000 miles of railways 
represent more than 40 percent of the 
total trackage in South America, ac- 
cording to Basic Data on the Economy 
of Argentina, WTIS, Part 1, No. 55-56. 

Except for minor industrial spurs, 
all of the railroads are owned by the 
Argentine Government. 


i 


Licensing Procedures 
On Scrap Unchanged 


Present export licensing procedures 
for iron and steel scrap will continue 
unchanged for the third quarter untij 
further notice, the Bureau of Foreign 
Commerce has announced. 

Under these conditions established 
March 7, an exporter holding out- 
standing export licenses covering iron 
and steel scrap may apply for addi- 
tional licenses on a cargo-for-cargo 
basis against shipments he made from 
the United States on or after February 
21, 1955. 

An applicant who does not hold 
an outstanding export license for 
these materials may submit an appli- 
cation to export a quantity not to 
exceed a maximum cargo lot on a 
single carrier. Licenses are issued for 
90 days and certification is required 
as to the availability of the material 
to be exported. 

The limitations do not apply to 
shipments of off-shore scrap or to 
shipments to Mexico from the conti- 
nental United States. Exports to Can- 
ada also are not affected since they 
do not require individual licenses. 

BFC said iron and steel scrap li- 
censed for export from the continental 
United States during the second quar- 
ter totaled 1,205,536 short tons, as 
compared with 1,494,915 tons licensed 
in the first quarter of 1955. 

Latest preliminary export figures of 
the Department’s Bureau of the Cen- 
sus indicate that actual shipments of 
scrap iron and steel, exclusive of ex- 
ports to Canada, were 1,160,473 short 
tons for the period April 1-June 15, 
as against 1,052,108 tons shipped in 
the first quarter. 

The bulk of these exports went to 
Japan, Mexico, the United Kingdom, 
and the European Coal and Steel Com- 
munity. The rest went to Argentina, 
Austria, Finland, Spain, Sweden, and 
Yugoslavia. 


France, Spain Get FOA Funds 
To Buy Surplus Raw Cotton 


The Foreign Operations Administra- 
tion has announced authorizations to- 
taling $38,888,000 for France and Spain 
to finance purchases of raw cotton 
under provisions of section 402 of the 
Mutual Security Act of 1954. 

France received an authorization of 
$30.4 million; Spain, $8,488,000. 

Section 402 provides that not less 
than $350 million of the funds author- 
ized for the mutual security program 
shall be used to finance the sale 
abroad of U. S. surplus agricultural 
commodities for foreign currencies. 

FOA authorizations under this sec- 
tion totaled $443,464,900 on June 22. 
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Cigar Lighters May 
Now Be Imported 


Certain cigar lighters which 
had been excluded from entry 
into the United States by Pres- 
jdential order of March 17, 1934, 
under section 337 of the Tariff 
Act—Unfair Practices in Im- 
port Trade—may now be ad- 
mitted, according to an an- 
nouncement of the U. S. Bureau 
of Customs published in the 
Federal Register for June 30. 

This action follows a memo- 
randum from the President to 
the Secretary of the Treasury, 
dated June 21, 1955, advising that 
“the conditions which led to such 
refusal of entry no longer exist.” 











World Trade... 
(Continued from Page 14) 


sugar from Nicaragua and Cuba. It 
seems probable that the recently en- 
acted customs tariff, with increased 
duties on imports considered non- 
essential or luxury items, will cause 
a reduction, at least temporarily, in 
imports of provisions. 


Chief exports of foodstuffs are 
bananas and coffee to the United 
States. 


Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Italy—Principal provision imports in 
1954 were bovine and pork meats 
mainly from Denmark and France; 
fish mainly from Spain, Portugal, 
Morocco, Denmark, Norway, France, 
Iceland, and Canada; butter from 
Argentina and various European 
countries: cheese chiefly from Den- 
mark and Switzerland; eggs and po- 
tatoes from European countries; dates, 
bananas, dried grapes, prunes, coffee, 
tea, pepper, and hard wheat mainly 
from the U. S. S. R. and Turkey; and 
soft wheat mainly from Argentina and 
France. 

Imports from the United States 
dropped from $57 million in 1953 to 
slightly over $2 million in 1954. Prin- 
cipal imports in these 2 years were 
as follows: 


1953 1954 

Wheat ... $33,300,000 $918,700 
cece. " eates 11,300,000 134,080 
Rye, barley, and oats ..... 378,240 20,640 
Pulse and dried vegetables 257,760 70,080 
Dried fruit 4 Ba Ss 303,200 4,320 

Dt dibdabs ice véphabuet 89,440 27,680 
Wheat flour cake du hen wal 345,120 53,760 
Milk and butter .......... ee 
Edible oils and fats ...... 10,382,000 12,128 


This sharp decline was due to the 
fact that in 1954 Italy switched to 
Russia and Turkey for its wheat and 
to Argentina and South Africa for its 
corn imports. 


Provision Importers and Dealers— 
Venezuela.—_Despite the progress 
made in production of foodstuffs, the 
country consumes a large quantity of 
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imported foods and beverages, many 
of which are in the luxury class. Im- 
ports of foods and beverages in 1954 
were valued at $121,873,500. Primary 
countries of supply were the United 
States, the United Kingdom, Canada, 
the Netherlands, Denmark, France, 
Spain, and Portugal. Imports of wheat 
flour, powdered milk, and oilseeds are 
under license; corn, sugar, and rice 
imports are a Government monopoly. 

Pulp and Paper Mills—Union of 
South Africa.—The first pulp mill was 
established in 1938. A newly com- 
pleted plant came into operation in 
1949 and began production of me- 
chanical, defibrated, and exploded 
pulps. Further additions in recent 
years have brought domestic wood- 
pulp production to a figure of 100,000 
tons yearly. 

As in the United States, the produc- 
tion, sale, and distribution of mer- 
chandise is requiring increased use of 
containers, wrapping paper, and 
packaging materials, and imports still 
account for the majority of the paper 
consumed. The principal source of 
supply for kraft paper is Sweden. 
Newsprint is not produced. The coun- 
try’s current annual requirement of 
57,000 short tons is supplied princi- 
pally from Canada, the United King- 
dom, and Norway. 

Radio and Television Equipment and 
Component Importers and Dealers— 
Thailand.—Of radios imported for pri- 
vate use the Netherlands supplies 40 
percent; Germany, 30 percent; the 
United Kingdom, 20 percent; and the 
United States, France, Sweden, and 
Japan, 10 percent. The United States 
supplies 80 percent of the commercial 
radios and the broadcasting and com- 
munications equipment imported; the 
United Kingdom supplies 10 percent; 
and Japan, the Netherlands, and Ger- 
many, 10 percent. 

One TV station is under construction 
and the firm promoting this enter- 
prise is the only importer of TV 
receivers. Telecommunications equip- 
ment and radios of strategic import- 
ance usually are handled on an indent 
basis through military or other gov- 
ernment organizations. 





Trademark Association. . . 
(Continued from Page 2) 

and the State attorney general; pres- 
ent and proposed New York State pro- 
gram against bait advertising; avail- 
ability and _ effectiveness of the 
“Printers’ Ink” statute; what the bet- 
ter business bureaus and associations 
are doing to combat fraudulent prac- 
tices and how to utilize their facilities; 
and to what extent commerce and in- 
dustry may combine under the anti- 
trust laws to combat false advertising 
and counterfeiting. 

Plans for the 1956 Congress were 
discussed following the business ses- 
sions. 


U. S. GOVERNMENT ACTIONS 


Tariff Quota on Alsike 
Clover Seed Increased 


The President issued a proclamation 
on June 30 limiting imports of Alsike 
clover seed, during each of the two 
12-month periods beginning July 1, 
1955 and July 1, 1956, to 2.5 million 
pounds dutiable at 2 cents per pound. 
Imports in excess of this amount, dur- 
ing each of the two periods, must enter 
at 6 cents per pound. 

In its supplementary report which 
was submitted to the President on 
April 28, 1955, the U. S. Tarriff Com- 
mission recommended that these re- 
strictions adopted by the President be 
imposed for successive 12-month peri- 
ods indefinitely. Thé President, how- 
ever, limited the effectiveness of his 
proclamation to the next two 12- 
month periods, or until June 30, 1957. 

On June 30, 1954, the President by 
proclamation imposed a quota of 1.5 
million pounds on imports ef Alsike 
clover seed during the year ending 
June 30, 1955, such imports to enter at 
a duty of 2 cents per pound; and im- 
ports in excess thereof to be subject 
to a duty of 6 cents per pound. 

The Tariff Commission’s latest in- 
vestigation and report were made pur- 
suant to section 7—escape clause—of 
the Trade Agreements Extension Act 
and in accordance with the President’s 
letter of July 14, 1954, in which he di- 
rected the Tariff Commission to con- 
tinue its investigation regarding Al- 
sike clover seed and to submit a sup- 
plementary report by May 2, 1955. 





Philippine Imports . . . 
(Continued from Page 3) 


stage of consideration as the month 
ended, with no indication of action. 

Toward the end of April a Cabinet 
committee headed by the Secretary of 
Agriculture and Natural Resources 
submitted to the President a 5-year 
plan for coping with unemployment, 
designed to employ 400,000 persons a 
year and involving the expenditure of 
2 billion pesos, to be financed by in- 
ternal] or external borrowing. The plan 
also included various schemes for 
changing the minimum wage law, in- 
troducing import controls, and provid- 
ing for an exchange certificate system 
entitling exporters to retain a portion 
of their foreign-exchange earnings.— 
Emb., Manila. 





Iran’s almond crop this year is ex- 
pected to be only 2,200 short tons, 
shelled basis, compared with the esti- 
mated 1954 crop of 8,800 tons, and the 
5-year average of 7,400 tons, the For- 
eign Agricultural Service reports. 

As a result of this virtual crop fail- 
ure, only about 500 tons may be avail- 
able for export, compared with esti- 
mated 1954 crop exports of 6,600 tons. 
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Four U.S. Firms Get Credit Lines To Help 
Finance Export Sales of Capital Equipment 


The Export-Import Bank of Wash- 
ington has announced the authori- 
zation of 4 exporter credit lines to 
assist U. S. exporters in financing the 
sale abroad of productive equipment 
and related services of United States 
origin. 

Lines of credit have been estab- 
lished for the following firms: 

eLittleford Brothers, Inc., of Cin- 
cinnati, Ohio, for $120,000 to help 
finance its export sales of road-build- 
ing and -maintenance equipment. 

eDavey Compressor Co., of Kent, 
Ohio, for $225,000 to help finance its 
export sales of air compressors mobile 
machine shops, air tools, rotary drill- 
ing equipment, and specialized truck 
equipment. 

eCia. Agro-Industrial, Inc., an in- 
dependent exporter of Los Angeles, 
Calif., for $100,000 to help finance its 
export sales of tractors and farm im- 
plements. 


eFord Motor Co. Dearborn, Mich., 
for $10,000,000 to help finance its ex- 
port sales of heavy trucks, tractors, 
farm implements, and related equip- 
ment. 


Under these lines of credit the ex- 
porter is required to obtain payment 
in cash of not less than 20 percent 
of the invoice value of each export 
sale to be financed and to participate 
by carrying not less than 25 percent 
of the deferred payments. 

The Export-Import Bank then will 
guarantee against default without re- 
course to the exporter up to 75 percent 
of the deferred payments on each 
sale. Thus the exporter is enabled to 
carry the obligations of the foreign 
importer with assurance or to sell 
them to commercial banks or other 
financial institutions in the United 
States designated by him. Interest 
rates on obligations purchased or 
guaranteed by the Export-Import 
Bank under exporter credit lines are 


to be not less than 5 percent per 
annum payable not less frequently 
than semiannually. 

These actions bring to 87 the num- 
ber of exporter credit lines established 
by the bank since this program was 
inaugurated in November 1954. Lines 
of credit authorized to date under the 
program total $142,180,000, which, if 
fully utilized, will finance the export 
of $236,975,000 of U. S. industrial 
equipment for promoting economic 
development in friendly countries. 





Defense Production Act 
Extended for 30 Days 


The President, on June 30, signed 
S.J. Res. 85 (P.L. 119), which provides 
for a 30-day extension of the Small 
Business Act of 1953 and the Defense 
Production Act of 1950. 


The House Banking and Currency 
Committee is continuing its public 
hearings on amendments to the De- 
fense Production Act and the Small 
Business Act, including a proposal to 
extend these laws for another full 
year. 


Export Procedures for 
Some Metals Relaxed 


Removal of special export control 
procedures for certain metals was an- 
nounced June 30 by the Bureau of. 
Foreign Commerce. 

Under this action, effective July 1, 
exporters no longer are required to 
submit an additional copy of the ship- 
per’s export declaration for shipments 
of aluminum, copper, nickel, and co- 
balt materials. 


This relaxation does not apply to 
shipments of iron and steel scrap, 
which still require submission of an 
additional copy of the shipper’s export 
declaration to the U. S. Collector of 
Customs. 


BFC said the relaxation was possible 
because extra copies of these docu- 
ments are no longer needed for ob- 
taining preliminary export statistics 
on these commodities. 

This action was published in the 
Federal Register, dated July 1, and will 


appear in a forthcoming Current Ex- 
port Bulletin. 





World butter production is estimated 
at 9,545 million pounds, according to 
the Foreign Agricultural Service. 
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